
Inside this issue 

Clean Water  ............................... 1 

From the DEC Chair .................... 2 

Call to Action .............................. 2 

Caucus of the Month .................. 3 

Why I’m a Democrat ................... 4 

FL Democratic Party Update ....... 4 

From the DEC Vice-Chair ............. 5 

It’s the Law ................................. 5 

Are You Born to Run? ................. 6 

What’s Happening This Month ... 6 

Precinct Practices ....................... 7 

From the Finance Committee ..... 8 

Clean Water:                 
A Human Right and 

Top Priority  
By Charlie Crist 

Clean water is essential to 

Florida’s economy, 

environment -- and our way of 

life. Right now, we’re in trouble. 

As I write, Lee County has low 

levels of Red Tide. But you 

know that can change fast. We 

have a crisis in St. Petersburg, 

where Red Tide is killing tons 

of fish and irritating the eyes 

and respiratory systems of 

tourists and residents. A record 

number of manatees already 

have died in 2021. Excessive 

nitrogen has polluted 80 

percent of our freshwater 

springs. Blue-Green Algae is 

choking Lake Okeechobee. 

Gov. Ron DeSantis is failing 

Floridians. He’s more 

interested in protecting 

developers and other special 

interests than protecting our 

precious water. As governor, I 

will make it a top priority to 

ensure our water is clean for all 

Floridians. 

My Clean Water for All plan 

creates a path to fight Red Tide 

and other algal blooms. We will 

protect freshwater springs, 

support water storage and 

wetlands restoration, and 

reduce pollution from run-off. In 

urban areas, we will replace 

septic tanks and connect 

homes to central sewer 

systems.  I also support a Right 

to Clean Water constitutional 

amendment. Read about our 

plan at CharlieCrist.com and 

watch for more details on 

cleaning up Lake Okeechobee 

and restoring The Everglades 

quicker. 

In July, I was privileged to take 

a boat ride along the 

intercoastal waterways of 

Sanibel and Captiva and into 

the Caloosahatchee River. 

Traveling with scientists from 

the Sanibel-Captiva 

Conservation Foundation, we 

checked sensors that measure 

the level and flow of nutrients. 

Lee County residents know 

what happens when nutrient 

levels rise because of 

discharges from Lake 

Okeechobee or after heavy 

rains bring more stormwater 

from developed areas. The 

discharges and the run-off kill 

fish and trigger algae blooms. 

Clean water is a human right. 

As governor, I promise 

Floridians I will protect our 

beautiful Sunshine State and 

ensure our water is clean for 

generations. 

U.S. Rep. Charlie Crist, D-St. 

Petersburg, served as governor 

from 2007-2011 and is seeking 

the Democratic nomination for 

governor in 2022. 
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Call to Action 

Become an “Armchair Activist” 
this Summer 

By Sandra Coyle 

Precinct 85 

Summer 2021 has 

been declared the 

summer of non-violent 

activism to garner 

support for voter 

rights protection legis-

lation currently being stalled in the U.S. Sen-

ate.  Many of our Democratic lawmakers in 

Washington, D.C. and grassroots organiza-

tions around the country are gearing up to 

conduct peaceful demonstrations every week 

to elevate the critical importance of the pas-

sage of both the For the People Act and the 

John Lewis Voting Rights Act.   

Such demonstrations began last week in the 

Hart Senate Office Building, where Rep. Joyce 

Beatty, chairwoman of the Congressional 

Black Caucus, was arrested.  This week it was 

Rep. Hank Johnson’s turn as he got into “good 

trouble” protesting for more action on voter 

protection and filibuster reform.     

No, you don’t need to go to the streets to lend 

your support to these efforts.  Rather, you can 

join Stacey Abrams and her Team Fair Fight 

Action’s “Hot Call Summer” campaign.  All you 

need to do is make a commitment to call our 

Senators EVERY DAY ALL SUMMER 

LONG!  Call 888-453-3211 and follow the 

prompts.   

Continued on page 3 

Message from the County Chair 

Support  the Rights of Nature 
By Gabriele Spuckes 

 
We moved to Florida 8 years ago.  I fell in 
love with the beautiful beaches, the islands, 
the marine and wildlife in SWFL.  But like 
many others, we were very concerned when 
we heard about the water issues.  Our beauti-
ful beaches and the marine animals were un-
der attack. The waterways are becoming 
dangerous to fish, manatees, animals and 
us.  We know that under the current State 
administration they haven't taken these is-
sues seriously. Some areas have seen thou-
sands of dead fish and other marine life.  Our 
beautiful waterways and beaches are often 
surrounded with poisonous algae exposing 
people and animals to toxins that can be 
deadly.   

A few weeks ago we invited Joseph Bonasia 
to speak to us about issues relating to 
SWFL’s water and wild life. Joseph is the 
Vice-Chair and SWFL Regional Director for 
the Florida Rights of Nature Network. He pro-
vided us with information on 5 important peti-
tions that include a right to clean water, the 
protection of Florida wetlands and iconic spe-
cies, prohibiting captive wildlife hunting, and 
prohibiting the construction or expansion of 
toll roads on conservation and rural lands.  

Sometimes we feel 
helpless but here is 
something you can 
do to make a differ-
ence. 

Go to https://
fl5.org/blank-
petitions. Click on 
the "Download" 
button under each amendment name to 
download and print each petition separately.  
Once you have the forms filled out mail to: 

FL5.org 
555 Winderley Place 
Suite 300 

Maitland, FL 32751  

This is a non-partisan effort seeking to put 
five conservation amendments on the 2022 
ballot. In order to accomplish this, they must 
have 900,000 signatures by November 30, 
2021. These petitions are very important and 
I hope you will take the time to fill them out. 
You can send the link to your friends that live 
in Florida. 

If you would like to find out more information 
about how you can get involved with the 
Democratic Party of Lee County, please con-
tact our office at 239-939-2866 we would be 
glad to hear from you. 

Gabriele Spuckes is the Chair of the Lee 
County Democrats 
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Caucus of the Month 

Lee County LGBTQ+  
Democratic Caucus 

 

By Shawn Williams 

Lee County Chapter of the 
LGBTQ+ Democratic Caucus was 
formed May 2017.  We represent 
the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and 
Queer community to the Florida Democratic 
Party. There are 21 chapters around the state 
from Miami to Jacksonville to Pensacola and 
most metropolitan areas in between. Our local 
chapter and our individual members stand up 
for equal rights, support candidates who sup-
port our community, and lobby for legislation 
and policies that recognize and strengthen the 
LGBTQ+ community.  

Simply put, we work at EASE: Educate, Advo-
cate, Support & Elect!  Our meetings are on 
the 4

th
 Tuesday of each month and open to all 

Democrats.  We provide a chance to interact 
and learn about political and legislative issues 
affecting the LGBTQ+ community. We meet 
periodically with elected officials and other po-
litical leaders, actively exchange ideas and 
perspectives, and educate them about the 
unique needs of our community. We have also 
endorsed candidates in every election since 
our formation. To learn more about our cau-
cus, join us, or donate, please visit 
leelgbtqademocrats.org. 

After several months of intensive research and 
collaboration with other county DECs, our In-
frastructure Working Group has completed 
their assignment and has reported back to the 
Steering Committee. 
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Lee County School 
Board Weigh 

LGBTQ+ Rights 
It is important that School 

Board members who stand 

up for LGBTQ students 

know we support them. 

Think about attending a school board 

meeting. They are held every other 

Tuesday (August 3rd, 17th, and 21st) 

from 6-7PM at 2855 Colonial Blvd, 

Fort Myers,  If you are unable to at-

tend, please email the Board members 

with your support of our students. 

Here's how to reach them: 

*District 1 - Mary Fischer, 

MaryBF@leeschools.net 

District 2 - Melisa W. Giovannelli, 

MelisaWG@leeschools.net 

District 3 - Chris N. Patricca, 

ChrisNP@leeschools.net 

*District 4 - Debbie Jordan, Board 

Chair, DebbieJ@leeschools.net 

*District 5 - Gwynetta S. Gittens,    

GwynettaSG@leeschools.net 

*District 6 - Betsy Vaughn, Board Vice 

Chair, ElizabethSV@leeschools.net 

District 7 - Cathleen O'Daniel Morgan, 

CathleenOM@leeschools.net 

 

* Up for election in 2022.  

Armchair Activist 
Continued from page 2 

You’ll probably get a voice mailbox, where you 
can leave a message like:  

"I am one of your many constituents con-
cerned with recent legislation in states includ-
ing Florida aimed at suppressing voting rights 
and making it harder for eligible citizens to 
cast their vote.  We need YOU to pass Federal 
legislation, namely, the For the People Act and 
the John Lewis Voting Rights Act to ensure 
that all Americans:  

• can choose to vote by mail  

• don’t have to wait in long lines at the polls  

• don’t have to worry about polling location 
closures or an absence of drop boxes  

• ensure fair districts 

• end partisan gerrymandering 

From your armchair, you can also follow the 
events leading up to August 28, when the Na-
tional Action Network and March On will be 
leading a peaceful, pro-democracy demonstra-
tion.  (Visit www.nationalactionnetwork.net)     

http://leelgbtqademocrats.org/


What’s Happening with the FDP 

There's a lot going on at 

the Florida Democratic 

Party! State Committee 

Member Kari Lerner 

(karilerner@gmail.com) 

reports that the FDP is 

committing to a 

Neighborhood Team 

Program to support local DEC efforts to build 

precinct teams and that the last Saturday of 

the month will be a state-wide Day of 

Action focusing on voter registration events.  

The Municipal Victory Program (MVP) is 

available for candidates interested in obtaining 

training. Those interested should contact 

Director Vanessa Rolon at 

vanessa@floridadems.org. In addition, 

individuals interested in running in races 

should contact their State Committee Member. 

(Here in Lee County, that's Kari Lerner or Mike 

Bonacolta).  

The FDP is also working on building 

the communications program and coordinating 

messaging. DEC members can help by  

Continued on page 7 

Why I’m A Democrat 

It's All About the Values!!! 
By Chantel L. Rhodes 

Politically my values are 
more aligned with Demo-
crats because they em-
phasize social equality 
and equal opportunity. I 
fundamentally believe 
that universal rights are 
inherent to all individuals, 
regardless of nationality, 

sex, national or ethnic origin, language, reli-
gion, socioeconomic status, or any other sta-
tus that is used to marginalized different 
groups of people. 

I believe in the importance of strengthening 
public education, providing affordable and 
quality healthcare, promoting a safe and sus-
tainable environment, protecting the rights of 
women, members of the LGBTQ community, 
or any underrepresented group that has been 
denied access or suffered institutional discrim-
ination. As an individual, it is important to me 
to be connected to a political party that seek to 
decrease the various disparities that exist in 
the United States.   

Additionally, I desire to be a part of a party 
that recognized the profound impact of race 
relations, a party that seeks to address struc-
tural concerns with our current criminal justice 
system and that is making active efforts to 
take a stance against issues such as police 
brutality, racial profiling, and over criminaliza-
tion. 

Lastly, I want to be connected to a party that 
understands the importance of protecting the 
integrity of our democracy, our elections, and 
the right for all citizens to have equal access 
to vote.   

The Democratic party represents many of my 
core values and fundamental beliefs as a citi-
zen. Ideas that have always been the core of 
our nation such as liberty, the pursuit of happi-
ness, justice, equality, and diversity.  

As a party, they understand the importance of 
change and representation of all people. They 
value everyday American citizens and the 
need to work for both current and future gen-
erations. Democrats are often more liberal and 
universal in terms of important concerns.   

For all these reasons, the Democratic party 
most closely aligns with my values and ideas 
for preserving human rights, ensuring equality, 
and the role the government should take in 
solving social concerns.  

Chantel is a 33 year old native of Fort Myers, 
FL.with a MSW from Georgia State University. 
She currently works in the area of Mental 
Health at Golisano Children's Hospital of 
SWFL. She has traveled the world extensively 
(34 countries) and spent two years living in 
China. Her passion is inspiring others to real-
ize their potential.   

____ 

Why are YOU a Democrat? Let us know your 
story at InformedDemocrat@gmail.com 
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It’s the Law! 

What’s in Florida’s New 
Election Law, Part II 

By Thomas Klee 

Florida election law, unchanged by SB90, 

provides that a voter's registration application 

is complete if it contains a current and a valid 

Florida driver license number, a Florida state 

issued identification card number or the last 

four digits of the voter's social security 

number.  A voter registration application may 

be used to change the voter's name, address, 

or party affiliation after the required 

identification information has been verified.   

SB90 added that voters must provide one of 

those three identification numbers whenever 

they: 

• Make an in-person or telephonic request 

for a Vote by Mail ballot ("VBM"). 

• Request that a VBM be mailed to an 

address other than the Florida residence 

address on file, which must be in writing. 

• Make a telephone or electronic request to 

change their address. 

In addition, when an 

immediate family 

member, as defined 

in SB90, or legal 

guardian requests a 

VBM for a voter, one 

of the requester's identification numbers must 

be provided, if available.   

Our SOE has adopted a VBM Request Form 

in response to SB90.  In addition to the 

required information about the voter, it calls for 

one of the requester's required identification 

numbers, if available, the name and address 

of the requester, the nature of the relationship 

of the requester to the voter, citing the 

permitted relationships, and the signature of 

the requester.  

Requiring voters to provide a number that they 

have provided when registering to vote does 

not, in of itself, appear to be an onerous  

Continued on page 7 
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From the Vice-Chair 

Working to Strengthen the  
Party in Lee County 

By Jim Rosinus 

Led by Sandra Coyle and including Eileen 

McHenry and Mary Beth Borré, the team 

talked with the leaders of Sarasota, Manatee, 

Charlotte and St Johns counties, researching 

their structures and analyzing their best prac-

tices. The result is a list of recommendations 

for strengthening the party here in Lee. You 

will be seeing many of their suggestions come 

into force in the near future. A few of the more 

immediate changes include: 

• The Lee Leadership Group has become 

the Campaign Committee to better reflect 

and focus on their core responsibilities. 

• The roles and expectations for the clubs 

and caucuses within the Steering Commit-

tee are being redefined and responsibilities 

increased to improve the strategic direction 

of the party. 

• The party Org Chart is being redesigned to 

make it easier for members and volunteers 

to understand lines of responsibility and to 

be able to easily find who to contact for 

appropriate answers to questions, con-

cerns and opportunities. 

These are just a few of the early changes. 

You’ll see many more as the year progresses 

and we position ourselves for an even bigger 

campaign push in ‘22 than we saw in ‘20. 

If you’re interested in finding out more and par-

ticipating in making these improvements hap-

pen, contact vicechairleedems@gmail.com 

and put "Infrastructure Plan" in the subject 

line. 

Many thanks to Sandra 

Coyle, Eileen McHenry 

and Mary Beth Borré for 

their extraordinary effort 

and dedication in making 

this happen! 



 

What’s Happening This Month 
Thursday August 5, 4 PM  
Join The Progressive Club of the Islands for 
Happy Hour at the Blue Giraffe 2 at Beachview 
Estates Restaurant - 1100 Par View Drive, 
Sanibel. RSVP at https://
pciaugust2021happyhour.rsvpify.com 
 
Saturday, August 7th at 10 AM   
“Democracy Can't Wait” Join this nationwide 
event organized by Represent.US. Gather in front 
of the Collier County Courthouse (3315 Tamiami 
Trail, E, Naples). The key slogan of this event 
is: "Congress, Don't Come Home Until 
Gerrymandering is Illegal"!  
Questions? Call 239-300-1585. 
 
Saturday, August 14, 10:30 AM  
Join with the Democratic 
Women's Club of Lee County 
for a Zoom session with County 
School Board member Debbie 
Jordan. To request access, email 
Sandra McClinton at 
Sandra.mcclinton@Comcast.net 
 
Wednesday, August 18, 9 AM – 5 PM 
Lee County Legislative Delegation Meeting 
Florida Southwestern State College, Nursing Bldg 
8099 College Pkwy. 
This is the chance for people to submit and support 
bills for the 2022 Florida  Legislative Session. 
For more information: https://
www.leedelegation.com 
 
Thursday, August 19, 4:00 PM  
Join The Progressive Club of the 
Islands to meet State Attorney 
David Aronberg via Zoom at 
https://tinyurl.com/pciaronberg. 
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Are You Born to Run? 
There are many, many offices up for election in 
Lee County. In addition to the well-known posi-
tions, such as State legislators, County Commis-
sioners, and School Board members, there are 
dozens of other positions on boards, fire dis-
tricts, etc. that are available and give people an 
opportunity to get involved in the community and 
learn about politics from the bottom-up. Each 
month we’ll list some of these lesser-known of-
fices and invite you to learn more, and file as a 
candidate. Maybe you were born to run!!! 

Here are some of the offices and boards up for 
election in 2022:  

INDEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICT OFFICES 

All Independent Special District offices are non-
partisan and only appear in the 11/08/22 General 
Election. Unless otherwise indicated, candidates 
qualify for office with the Lee County Supervisor of 
Elections. Candidates are elected by qualified vot-
ers residing within each district. 

ALVA FIRE PROTECTION & RESCUE SERVICE 
DISTRICT 
Seats 2, and 4; 4-year term, 2022-2026 

ARBORWOOD COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT 
Seats 1, 2 and 3; 4-year term, 2022-2026 

BAY CREEK COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIS-
TRICT 
Seats 2, 4 and 5; 4-year term, 2022-2026 

BAYSHORE FIRE PROTECTION & RESCUE 
SERVICE DISTRICT 
Seats 1, 3 and 5; 4-year term, 2022-2026 

BAYSIDE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIS-
TRICT 
Seats 2 and 4; 4-year term, 2022-2026 

BEACH ROAD GOLF ESTATES COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
Seats 3 and 5; 4-year term, 2022-2026 

BELLA VIDA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIS-
TRICT 
Seats 4 and 5; 4-year term, 2022-2026 

BOCA GRANDE FIRE CONTROL DISTRICT 
This is a multicounty independent special district. 
Candidates must qualify for office with the Florida 
Division of Elections. Seats 1 and 2; 4-year term, 
2022-2026 

BONITA SPRINGS FIRE CONTROL & RESCUE 
DISTRICT 
Seats 1, 3 and 5; 4-year term, 2022-2026 



Correction   

The edited version of Mr. Klee's column in 

last month's Informed Democrat made the 

law appear even worse than it is! A person 

may drop off VBM ballots for two other peo-

ple in addition to ballots for family members 

as specified in the law. 

The Democratic Party of Lee County is an all-volunteer organization. We do not receive any funding from the Florida 
Democratic Party nor the national Democratic Party. 

What’s Happening with the FDP 

Continued from page 4 

providing lists of media outlets large and 
small, including ethnic and specialty outlets. 
Send these along with contact information to 
Kari Lerner. As for messaging, each DEC is 
expected to name a communications point 
person to disseminate press releases and 
information about surrogate events. The FDP 
wants to ensure that the Party's messages 
are delivered clearly and accurately, and the 
DEC will work with local clubs and caucuses 
to be sure that happens. Lastly, anyone inter-
ested in tracking down/monitoring disinfor-
mation is asked to contact their State Com-
mittee Member. 

 

 

Our own Dave Waks and Renard Biltgen re-
ceived a big shout-out from the Data Director 
for their contributions to building a state-wide 
Data Council to support and share best prac-
tices and tools to all DEC’s across the state. 

Finally, there's still time to sign up for Leader-
ship Blue, the FDP's yearly training and social 
gathering taking place Aug. 27-29 at the 
Rosen Plaza Hotel in Orlando. All registered 
Democrats are invited. See leader-
shipblue.com. 

Florida Election Law 

Continued from page 5 

burden. However, it is only one of the burdens 

to utilizing VBMs added by SB90. Why?  

Because VBMs were used by almost 700,000 

more Democrats than Republicans in 2020, 

compared to 2016 and 2018 when slightly 

more Republicans than Democrats utilized 

VBMs. Impediments to using drop boxes to 

deposit VBMs will be discussed next month.  

Mr. Klee is a retired lawyer who was co-head 

of the Canvassing Board team of the Lee 

County VPP in 2020. Mr. Klee is not admitted 

to practice law in Florida. Therefore, any 

statements contained herein are not to be 

deemed legal opinions. You may address any 

comments or questions to 

tklee7532@aol.com. 
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Precinct Practices 
 

This is a place for precinct 
leaders (and others with 
good things to share) to 
swap ideas about reaching 
out, getting to know your 
voters, and organizing, informing, and ener-
gizing them so we can turn Florida Blue in 
'22.  

From Precinct 122: 

This month, Joe Beausoleil reminds us how 
essential it is that precinct leaders be able 
to use VoteBuilder.  If you have not yet be-
come acquainted with this critical tool, you 
can check out web-based tutorials that 
Dave Waks put together.  Precinct leaders 
can get access to this by emailing Dave at 
davewaks2@gmail.com 

Joe suggests that precinct leaders learn to 
use VoteBuilder: a) to cut turf to divide 
the precinct into manageable areas of ap-
proximately 100 Democrats; and b) to cre-
ate lists of the “super Democrats” in each 
turf area. From each list, he suggests reach-
ing out and recruiting a volunteer to be a 
Block Captain who will take responsibility for 
getting out the vote in his or her turf area. 

Got an idea? Send in your Precinct Practice 
to InformedDemocrat@gmail.com. 
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News from Finance & Fundraising 
Committee 

By Michael Schwartz, Chair 

To spread the Democratic message in Lee 
County, to educate, register and turn out voters 
for Democrats, we need money! 

The Finance and Fundraising Committee is 
working on new and exciting plans to do that. 
We have our first Golf Tournament, October 
26th 2021, at San Carlos Golf Club. We are 
planning a gala, and looking at a 5K fundraiser, 
a Speakeasy Night, and other events. 

We are also working to increase the number of 
our sustaining and major donors.  

One of our new members, John Melleky, shares 
his thoughts:  

“We know there is a lot of work ahead of us to 
prepare for the 2022 Elections. Change starts at 

the local level. Here are some simple ways you 
can get involved:  

• Tell your friends and family about the Lee 
County Dems. 

• Have them sign up for our emails and 
newsletters. 

• If local, consider volunteering or getting more 
involved. 

• Support our efforts with a donation to build 
our communications and get out the vote 
efforts. 

There are more surprises in store, stay tuned 
and stay in touch: 
FinanceCommLeeDems@gmail.com.  

It’s easy to donate on our website:  https://
leecountydems.org/about-us/contribute/ 

There are more surprises in store, stay tuned.  


