
Lee Dems Kick Off 
Monthly “Days of 

Action”  
Lee County Democrats of all ages 

hit the streets on Saturday, 

September 25, implementing the 

Florida Democratic Party’s new 

strategy for turning Florida blue in 

‘22. This was the first of what will 

be monthly efforts to reach out to 

citizens and help them complete 

or update their voter registration, 

file for Vote by Mail, learn when 

and where to vote, and ask them 

to support the great Democratic 

candidates.  

Equipped with an easy-to use 

phone app called “Minivan,” 

teams of canvassers fanned out in 

Fort Myers, Cape Coral, and 

Lehigh, reaching out to “hot” and 

“warm” Democrats (those who 

always or sometimes vote) to be 

sure they’d be ready to vote, sign 

up any unregistered in the 

household, and even enlist new 

volunteers. Where no one 

answered, volunteers left a bag of 

information. 

This was a well organized effort 

involving lots of work behind the 

scenes, from planning-by-Zoom, 

to enlisting volunteers, to stuffing 

bags with info. 

If you missed this last Day of 
Action, please plan to join us for 
the next!  We will be conducting a 
Day of Action at the end of each 
month from now through Election 
Day, 2022!  You are cordially 
invited to VOLUNTEER with us for 
our upcoming Days of Action: 

-- Saturday, October 23; 10:00 am 

-- Sunday, November 21; 3:00 pm 

-- Sunday, December 19; 3:00 pm 

We really NEED YOUR HELP!  

So please VOLUNTEER to help 

us do the work, spread the word, 

and recruit new volunteers.   
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Volunteers working the Fort Myers 
area get their marching orders from 
Vice-Chair Rosinus at Democratic HQ 

Making sure his registration and 
Vote by Mail status are up to date  

Blue Gator BJ Mezzanotte 
prepares door hanger bags 

tel:239-939-2866
mailto:LeeCountyDems@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/maps/tAdz48Ax9Tupw6DSA
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Rally for Abortion Justice 

In the wake of the new, draconian Texas law ban-

ning abortions after six weeks, people from coast 

to coast will participate in the Rally for Abortion 

Justice events on Saturday, October 2. Rally go-

ers, led by a coalition of 100+ organizations, will 

speak out to protect abortion access.  The local 

rally in Lee County will take place at 10 am on Oc-

tober 2 at: LEE COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER, 

2075 Dr Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, FORT MY-

ERS, FL 33901. Register here. (https://

www.eventbrite.com/e/mobilize-and-defend-our-

reproductive-rights-tickets-170032053449) 

If you don’t think urgent action is required, note 

that Webster Barnaby, a Republican member of 

the Florida legislature has already filed HB 167, a 

copycat version of the Texas abortion bill that 

would fine physicians at least $10,000 for each 

abortion performed. Like the Texas law, it would 

prohibit abortions after six weeks (before many 

women know they are pregnant) and would also 

allow people to sue anyone who helps end a preg-

nancy in violation of the law. 

Days of Action 

Continued from page 1 

Please go to LeeCountyDems.org to sign-up via 

Mobilize. Once you’ve signed up, you’ll get a 

Sign-up Genie email reply that will allow you to 

choose the position you’d like to fill:  Canvasser, 

Driver, door hanger stuffer, etc. Positions will 

vary as will the goal and scope of the Day of 

Action each month.   

New to Canvassing? Go to LeeCountyDems.org 

and use Mobilize to sign up for a Canvass 

Training class.  

Want to Register new voters? Go to 

LeeCountyDems.org for a Voter Registration 

Training class. 

Volunteer for a Day of Action and discover the 

fun and satisfaction of engaging with voters, 

meeting constituents, talking to people who care 

about Democracy and helping others who wish to 

preserve free and equitable access to voting for 

all citizens. Nomination for Senate versus Marco 

Rubio. Her website: https://valdemings.com. 

Here’s What Our Volunteers Say: 

Jim Goodale with Cindy Banyai 
and Gail Baumgarten 

couple of gated communities, and we quickly left door 
knockers at the properties with “Beware of Dog” or 
“No Trespassing” signs.  Other than a couple of 

wrong turns, we managed to follow the map on our 
mini VAN app.  It was fun to get to know our team-
mates better over the 2 hours we spent together.  I’m 
ready to go again.”                                                                                         
    —Jim Goodale 

“It was my first time canvassing, and I was 

nervous. I thought I would not be able to 

focus out of fear of messing up. But, the 

people whom I met gave me the 

confidence I needed to perform well. I was 

worried that I would not be well received 

but, the people whom I met were respectful 

and understanding. The only thing that I would be careful of is walking on 

people's lawns because my shoes got drenched in lake water!  I would canvass 

again because I enjoyed meeting people who live in my community whom I have never met before. I would 

encourage not only students but people who want to advocate for the people in their community….Canvass in 

your community!”   

    --Sam Piosik, FGCU student 

Gail drove and 
Cindy & I did the 
door knocking 

together.  The 
few who an-
swered the door 
were friendly and 
took the VBM 

application 
form.  We en-
countered a  

It gets easier every time! 

Let the door-knocking begin! 

Reflections of 
a First-Time 

Canvasser 
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Club of the Month 

Meet the Democratic Club of SW 
Fort Myers 

By Jim Goodale 

In 2003, a group of five enterprising women 

decided to establish a blue oasis in the red 

political desert of Shell Point Retirement 

Community, and the Democratic Club at Shell 

Point was born.  Interest grew via word of mouth, 

and membership grew to nearly 100 when the 

fledgling club held its 

first meeting later that 

year. 

The club’s continuing 

mission is to stimulate 

active interest in 

political and 

governmental affairs; 

to strengthen and to 

further the ideals and 

principles of the Democratic Party; to provide 

reasonable and ongoing financial support to the 

county Democratic Executive Committee; to 

promote participation among Democrats; to 

support and elect the duly selected nominees of 

the Democratic Party in national, state, and local 

campaigns; and to foster good fellowship among 

Democrats. 

We are proud to be one of the largest and most 

active Democratic clubs in the county.  We are 

acutely aware that the best way to attract new 

voters is to reach out to them, one person at a 

time.  Over the years, our club members have 

worked with the Democratic Party of Lee County 

to support candidates by reaching out to potential 

voters through texting, phone calls, post cards, 

and canvassing.  We have also held voter 

registration drives, participated in rallies, and 

served as poll workers.   

In recent years, our club roster has grown to over 

200 registered Democrats plus 200 other 

interested parties.  We meet on the morning of 

the 4th Saturday of the month, and our club 

meetings have always been open to all.  A major 

focus is on education via a wide variety of guest 

speakers.  We also provide a forum for 

candidates although, as with all clubs, we do not 

support specific candidates in Democratic 

primaries. 

In 2021, a Shell Point administrative decision 

plus our desire to expand the diversity of our 

membership led us to establish the Democratic 

Club of Southwest Fort Myers.  We are very 

excited about the prospect of welcoming a 

younger, more diverse group of voters into our 

new club.  If you are interested in becoming more 

politically active during this very critical time for 

our democracy, check out our Facebook page, 

Members and Friends of the Democratic Club of 

Southwest Fort Myers or send an email to 

jggoodale@honeyleveen.com.   
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It’s the Law 

Line Warming 

By Thomas Klee 

The four cases that have been filed against SB 

90 challenged the "Line Warming Restrictions" of 

SB90, a phrase with which I was not famil-

iar.  Especially in an August primary in Florida, 

the lines are warm enough that we don't need to 

be able to "warm" them. 

 They are referring to the prohibition imposed by 

SB 90 on "providing...assistance to voters within 

the [150 foot] no-solicitation zone [which now 

extends from drop boxes as well as from the en-

trance of a polling places] such as...giving items 

to voters...."  There is an exception if provided by 

"an employee of, or a volunteer with, the 

[SOE]."  This is intended to prohibit people from 

giving water, snacks, chairs, umbrellas, etc. to 

voters waiting in long lines. 

 We should seek to make sure that lines in Lee 

are not more than 30 minutes long, so such as-

sistance is not critical.  We can do this by en-

couraging the SOE to maintain a polling place in 

each precinct and having at least the 11 early 

voting sites as in 2020, if not more, open for the 

maximum 12 hours on 14 days.  As in the past, 

we will have our poll watchers and outside poll 

observers report any lines that are longer than 

30 minutes so that we can have the SOE ad-

dress the situation.  We can seek to have per-

sons serve as volunteers for the SOE so that 

they can provide assistance.  Finally, if neces-

sary, we can provide water and snacks outside 

of the no-solicitation zone if long lines develop. 

SB90 prohibits election officials from accepting 

private funding or other support for election relat-

ed expenses or voter education, outreach or reg-

istration programs. Would this prohibit the dona-

tion of water or 

snacks to be 

distributed to 

voters in line 

by employees 

of, or volun-

teers with, the 

SOE?  

Mr. Klee is a retired lawyer who was co-head of 

the Canvassing Board team of the Lee County 

VPP in 2020. Mr. Klee is not admitted to practice 

law in Florida.  Therefore, any statements con-

tained herein are not to be deemed legal opin-

ions.  You may address any comments or ques-

tions to tklee7532@aol.com. 

Redistricting: the First Step in 
Fair Representation 

The once in a decade process of redistricting is 

currently under way as the Lee County Board of 

County Commissioners work to redraw district lines 

to adjust for uneven growth rates. It should be 

transparent and invite public participation. The 

timeline has been 

truncated due to the 

delay in census data. 

This process is 

historically abused by 

Republicans. There are 

only two dates the public 

is invited to provide 

input, October 5 and November 2. A new map will 

be adopted on November 16. 

The voice of the minority population in Dunbar was 

diluted in the last redistricting by dividing it, and 

drawing the line over the Caloosahatchee River to 

link it with North Fort Myers. One of the proposed 

maps, #3 would restore the integrity of this voting 

bloc, as required by the Florida Constitution.  

The redistricting report, proposed maps and other 

information can be found on this website: https://

www.leegov.com/countymanager/redistricting. 

Consider attending one or more of the public 

hearings and/or send an email to the redistricting 

email account and tell the Commissioners what 

you think is necessary for a fair and open process.  
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Book Review 

Peril 
Bob Woodward and Robert Acosta, 

Simon & Schuster, 2021  
 

By Melissa Butler 

Just in case you weren’t worried enough about 

the fate of the nation between last year’s election 

and this year’s inauguration, along comes Bob 

Woodward and Bob Acosta’s new book, Peril, to 

tell you, “yes, you should have been afraid, very 

afraid.” Trump’s threats to our constitutional 

order were considered very real, by leaders in 

Congress, in the military, and even in his own 

administration. 

The book follows the usual Woodward formula—

a lucid narrative using lots of quotations gathered 

from interviews with major players or pieced 

together from conversations with staffs. It has its 

heroes—chief among them here is General Mark 

Milley, Head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Milley 

worked assiduously to “land this plane safely,” 

that is, to ensure the peaceful transfer of power 

from Donald Trump to Joe Biden.  His efforts 

included outreach to his Chinese counterpart to 

tamp down Chinese alarm about American 

instability, conversations with the Speaker of the 

House to reassure her that systems were in 

place to prevent a president from using force 

illegally, immorally or unethically, and meetings 

with top military brass to make sure they were all 

on the same page regarding procedures to follow 

if the president did order a use of force. 

We also learn how Vice-President Mike Pence 

wrestled with Trump’s demand that he refuse to 

accept electoral votes from some states, thus 

handing the victory to Trump. After consulting 

with numerous experts as well as his 

predecessor, Dan Quayle, the other Hoosier 

Republican Veep, he ultimately refused to do 

Trump’s bidding and, instead, reported the count, 

declaring Joe Biden the winner of the election. 

These major revelations dominated the headlines 

in advance of Peril’s publication, but the book 

does more than track the chaos of the last year 

of the Trump administration. It also details the 

contrasting approach of Joe Biden, his 

campaign, and new administration. Instead of a 

short attention span 

of a narcissist who 

proclaimed, “I, alone, 

can fix it,” we have a 

portrait of an 

empathetic man who 

asks questions, 

listens to experts 

and digs down into 

details. Instead of a 

president who saw 

“fine people” among 

neo-Nazis and White 

Supremacists in 

Charlottesville, we have a president intent on 

restoring the “soul of America.” 

Read the book to feel good about being a 

Democrat; but read its last paragraph for a 

challenge: “Could Trump work his will again? 

Were there any limits to what he and his 

supporters might do to put him back in power? 

Peril remains.” With that in mind, become active 

with Lee County Democrats to be sure that never 

happens and that our country remains safe from 

the peril that is Trump. 

Read any good books lately? Share them with 

our readers. Submit your review of 300 words to 

informeddemocrat@gmail.com 

October Events 

10/2  Rally for Reproductive Rights 

10/5  Board of County Commissioners public      

meeting on redistricting 

10/23  Lee Dem Day of Action 

10/26  Liberty Golf Tournament  
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