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Democrats Deliver. . .Democrats Care
Across Lee County … Across the Country

Lee County Democrats
Care about the County
By Kari Lerner
December is a time of joyful
anticipation in many cultures, as
well as a time for giving.

Gladiolus Food Bank to provide
gifts for families in need. Please
watch your email for details on
our Angel Tree and consider
adopting a family’s needs for this
holiday season. #DemocratsCare

Also watch your email for
information about upcoming
In keeping
details regarding an event on
with the
December 30th as we prepare to
giving
tradition, the celebrate in anticipation of 2022.
It is short notice but we are
Democratic
building community with those
Party of Lee
County will be who share our values (as well as
our vaccination status!)
collecting
food for local Mark your calendars for January
food banks at 30th noon-4 for the muchthe office,
anticipated 1st Annual Democratic
8750 Gladiolus Drive #6, Fort
Party of Lee County Folk Festival
Myers. Please keep donations to featuring Annie Wenz and friends.
non-perishable foods like
This event will be held at the Saint
SpaghettiOs, canned stew, etc.
James City Civic Association and
We have been informed that the
will include performances by our
local food pantries are running
own Annie Wenz, along with
quite low after Thanksgiving.
Mindy Simmons, Robert Bidney,
Sanitary products are always
Marie Noffsinger, and Reckless
appreciated. #DemocratsDeliver
Saints with Roy Schneider & Kim
We will be donating $1 for every t- Mayfield. Dr. Cindy Banyai will be
shirt sold before Christmas to the there as well as other noteworthy
candidates. Food will be available
Gladiolus Food Bank. Shirts are
for purchase via food trucks.
expected to have arrived
Tickets will go on sale soon at
November 29th, are $20 each,
and will be available at the office. LeeCountyDems.org and will be
They are perfect for canvassing or $20 in advance, $30 day of the
just showing other Democrats we event. Watch for more details in
the January Newsletter.
are here.
We are partnering with the
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Democrats in DC Deliver for the
Country
By Susan McGuire
If we listen too much to the cacophony of
complaints around us, it’s easy to forget the
tremendous good news accomplished by
Democrats under the Biden administration.
Remember Trump’s “Infrastructure Week”? In
2016, Trump made a $1 trillion promise to rebuild
the nation’s infrastructure. The term
“Infrastructure Week” became a joke, full of
boasts and unfulfilled promises. The first
Infrastructure week was in June 2017, followed
by a reboot in August 2017, a February 2018
State of the Union infrastructure pledge of $1.5
trillion that went nowhere, then repeated one
year later in February 2019. In April 2019,
Trump and Democrats agreed on a $2 trillion
infrastructure plan that Trump stormed out of the
following month. This pattern continued until
Trump left office.

What's In It for Florida
No thanks to Florida's congressional
delegation who voted against the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act, our state's share of
funding under the Act amounts to almost $22
billion over the next 5 years, including:

Although the negotiations have been long and
arduous, a masterpiece $1.5 trillion dollar
Infrastructure bill passed. Sen. Rubio and Scott
plus all Florida representatives voted against it,
but enough other Republicans put the needs of
their states first, and it seemed nothing short of a
miracle when it gained bipartisan support.
Biden’s Rescue America Plan was a roaring
success. The Nation magazine called it “political
brilliance.” Direct relief to families and
businesses was extended, and the job market
sharply rebounded and the stock market reached
new highs. Poverty rates fell from 12.8% to
below 8% and that reduction is expected to
continue.
The Build Back Better Plan, passed by the
House and currently in the Senate, offers
Americans first steps into a quality of life enjoyed
by first-world countries. Some taxpayer-funded
benefits long commonplace in other advanced
nations may soon become a reality here universal Pre-K, paid family leave, reduced
prescription drug prices, more affordable
healthcare, hearing and vision coverage for
seniors, among others.

•

$13.1 billion for federal-aid highway repair

•

$245 million for bridge replacement and
repair

•

$2.6 billion for improving public transport

•

$198 million for expanding an electric
vehicle charging network

•

$2.5 billion for EV charging across Florida

•

$100 million to provide broadband internet
access

•

$26 million to fight wildfires

•

$29 million to defend against cyberattacks

•

$3.5 billion for weatherization to fight
climate change and reduce energy costs

•

$1.6 billion for clean water infrastructure to
improve drinking water safety

•

$1.2 billion for airport infrastructure and
development

In addition, the state is eligible to apply for a
variety of grants available as part of the
package including additional funding for
bridges and for other major projects that will
deliver substantial economic benefits for
communities.
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How You Can Help Flip Florida Blue in '22
event/428626/

Share the message - #Democrats deliver
#DemocratsCare
Stay up to date all month long. Visit our website,
LeeCountyDems.org or connect with Lee County
Democrats on social media.
Facebook: @leecountydems
Twitter: @LeeCountyFLDems
Instagram: @leecountyfldemocrats
Canvass with a Friend!
Ariel Hoover, a Lee Dem
volunteer, wanted one thing
for her birthday - to have her
friend Helen Harrill from
North Carolina, come and
help her canvass as part of
our November Day of Action.
And together, they pulled it
Helen Harrill and Ariel Hoover off.
Good news! You don't have to wait 'til your birthday to
canvass with a friend. Given the intensity of the current
political landscape, our work must continue throughout
the holiday season. Don't have a friend to canvass
with? Join us and make new friends! We have Day of
Action opportunities this month. If you are available to
volunteer, please consider any of the events below.
December 4: On-line Voter Registration Training
10:00 am. All who volunteer for Canvassing are
strongly encouraged to attend in order to be qualified to
register new voters. Please visit this Mobilize link to
register: https://www.mobilize.us/leecountydec/
event/393394/
December 4: Day of Action Canvassing in Cape
Coral at 2:00 pm. Please visit this Mobilize link to
register: https://www.mobilize.us/leecountydec/
event/428627/
December 11: Canvassing and Mini-VAN Training
2:00 pm. All who intend to volunteer for future
canvassing events are strongly encouraged to
attend. You will leave with an Action ID, the mini-VAN
app on your phone and the most current information
including COVID protocols. Please visit this Mobilize
link to register: https://www.mobilize.us/leecountydec/
event/426959/
December 12: Day of Action Canvassing in Lehigh
Acres at 2:00 pm. Please visit this Mobilize link to
register: https://www.mobilize.us/leecountydec/
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Now through December 31: Create-your-own Day
of Action. You don’t need to wait for a formal Day of
Action to go out and engage with Voters in your
neighborhood! Please contact Jim Rosinus
(vicechairleedems@gmail.com) to request a Turf Map
of your own design.
The focus of these
efforts is on getting
Democrats to sign up for
Vote By Mail (VBM). In
Cape Coral alone, there
are 32,000 registered
Democrats but just over
12,000 are enrolled in
Vote By Mail. Our goal
Volunteers head out to Cape Coral
is to get another 3,000
L to R - Mike McHenry, Sarah
enrolled in VBM by the end
McHenry, Barbara Robertson,
of first quarter 2022. The
Bruce Marvin, Jim Rosinus
reason for this focus on
Vote By Mail is we know that 94% of voters enrolled in
VBM actually vote. In a midterm election like the one
coming up in 2022, that level of voter turnout can flip
Florida blue.
In 2022, all efforts will be directed at delivering victories
for the Democratic party in the midterm elections. Our
canvassing and out-reach efforts will be expanded to
include Inactive and No-party-affiliated (NPAs)
voters. In Lee County, there are currently 216,000
Republicans; 131,000 Democrats and 155,000 NPAs
and Others. Be assured that a strategy for targeting
these NPA voters is currently being developed.
Given our goal to turn Lee County and Florida Blue in
2022 we will need your continued help to reach/
persuade these potentially Democratic voters. Thank
you in advance for your support in helping to make this
happen. Beginning the first of the year, we’ll be
scheduling various out-reach campaigns including
postcarding, phone-banking, emailing and, of course,
door knocking.
During this season of thanksgiving and holiday
festivities, we especially want to thank Volunteers, for
your support of our Days of Action these past three
months. Together, since September, we have reached
out to hundreds of Democratic Voters needing to be reenrolled in Vote-by-Mail (VBM). With your help, we
have been able to deliver close to 100 completed VBM
request forms to the Supervisor of Elections!

have only addresses and are best contacted by
visiting them at home.

Precinct Practices

Reach Out to New Dems

Personal contact with these new voters is very
gratifying. They're delighted to find active Dems
among their neighbors, and are glad to learn more
about the Lee County Dems. Many of them are not
enrolled in Vote by Mail, so we can encourage
them to enroll. We can provide them with
information about candidates and volunteer
activities, and encourage them to help with our getout-the-vote efforts.

By Dave Waks
A few months ago, we started creating monthly
reports showing the newest Dems in each precinct.
These reports include Democrats who just
registered to vote in Florida; those who just moved
to Lee County from somewhere else in Florida;
those who just moved
within Lee County; those
who "pre-registered" to vote
before they were 18 and
just turned 18; and those
who just changed their
party affiliation to Democrat
from another party.

We've developed materials to train precinct
leaders and volunteers in how to use the monthly
reports. This includes "conversation starters"
welcoming these new voters to the state, county,
neighborhood, and Democratic Party. It also
includes literature that can be dropped off at each
home.

Precinct leaders are now
receiving these "newest voter" reports by email
each month, and we're encouraging them to
engage with these new Dems. They can call or text
the ones with phone numbers, and send email to
those with email addresses. Some new Dems

We're scheduling multiple "new voter
engagement" training sessions each month and
encouraging all precinct leaders to sign up for the
training. For more information, contact Jim
Rosinus <vicechairleedems@gmail.com>.
campaign fees towards qualifying which is in May/
June of 2022.

Run for Office
By Todd Truax
Running for public office is one of the most patriotic
things you can do. That is, provided you haven’t
already delivered mail for 30 years dodging dogs
and deadlines. Worked as a spy in a foreign
intelligence agency or served in the military
protecting our nation. Government service requires
heroes and heroines willing to sacrifice time, talent,
and treasure to ensure the rules we live by are fair,
consistent, and for the greater good.
The upcoming election in November, 2022 will
require candidates for offices for US House of
Representatives, US Senate, Governor, State
House and Senate, County Commissioner, County
School Board, City Council. There are over 30
positions open for candidates to choose from.
Positions pay as much as $190,000 while others pay
$0.00. Qualifications requirements are minimal such
as U.S. citizenship and an age of 18yrs. To earn a
place on the ballot, candidates must first register as
candidates with the local, state or federal elections
offices. Then they can begin to collect petitions or
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The Lee County
Democratic Party is
eager to lend a hand to
local candidates
interested in running for
office. Our position is
that an uncontested election, one without a
Democratic Candidate, is a failure of the democratic
process. Resources available to candidates include,
the coordination of volunteer canvassers, phone
bank operators, donors, printers, community
connections for endorsements, debate organizers,
and opportunities for public outreach.
The first step toward running is letting someone else
know you are thinking about it. You can call the
local Democratic office and speak with Kari Lerner
our president (239) 939-2866. She will then put you
in touch with the network you need to register,
qualify, and win. The local supervisor of elections
can help you with candidate information, deadlines
and the qualification status of any of your
competitors. Visit www.lee.vote.

Commissioners (BOCC) meetings. Represented by our
President, Carolyn Norris, along with many other
supportive members, we aim to emphasize the need for
fair district boundary lines so that Black voices have an
impact in Lee County. Simply put, Black Votes Matter!

Club of the Month

Join a Club: Lee County Democratic Black
Caucus
By Letricia Brown

We are not stopping with redistricting. We plan to
continue this work, in addition to actively devising new
ways to impact and empower the Black communities
within Lee County by increasing membership; leading
on Get Out The Vote (GOTV) and voter registration;
enhancing the Caucus’ visibility and messaging; and
lastly, collaborating with other clubs, caucuses, and
committees.

The Lee County Democratic Black Caucus (LCDBC)
was formed to register more Black Democrats and to
encourage all registered Black Democrats to vote in
ALL elections. Why?! When Black people turnout in
large numbers, Democrats WIN! We work to address
the interests of the Black citizens of Lee County and to
continuously disseminate voter education information.
We recognize that Black people have many priorities
and addressing them will make a real difference for all
people. These priorities include fundamental economic
issues, i.e., affordable housing and health care cost/
access. But, also addressing urgent challenges like
policing in our communities, voting rights, improving
water quality, and governmental accountability. To this
end, the LCDBC lends its efforts to advocate for
equitable redistricting at the Board of County

LCDBC is laser focused on its
goals, and we encourage You to
join us, today! The Caucus meets
every 3rd Tuesday of each month
at 6:30 p.m., via Zoom
conferencing. To register to attend,
please visit us at LeeBlackDems.org, and to contact us,
please email LeeBlackDems@gmail.com.

Holiday Gift Guide

Gifts For Readers

Looking for the perfect
gift for Democrats
among your family and
friends?
Save shipping costs
and stop by the Lee
County Dems office (8750 Gladiolus Dr, Fort Myers)
for items for your tree. Give your favorite Democrats the
newest Lee County "Democrats' Care" shirt. By the
way, $1.00 from the sale of each T-shirt goes to the
Gladiolus Food Pantry.
Or, for even more super swag, visit Democratic Party
Websites! Not only will your gift recipients be able to
show off their support for the Democrats, your purchase
will also help support Party finances. Try <https://
store.democrats.org> for the national organization.
Or visit The Florida
Democratic Party's
store at <https://
store.floridadems.org>

Democrats who read (and are tired of reading about
the corruption of the Trump regime) might enjoy
these:
Hillary Clinton and Louise Penny, State of Terror
(Simon and Schuster, 2021). "A heart-pounding
mystery about terrorism, corruption and diplomacy,
meticulously written with the promise of details only
someone on the inside could contribute." (TIME
Magazine)
Barack Obama & Bruce Springsteen, Renegades:
Born in the USA. (Crown: 2021). "Obama and
Springsteen admire their country while considering its
shortcomings and still come out the other side with a
sense of patriotism and hope that spills over the
bounds of a book.” (Associated Press)
Nicole Hannah-Smith, et al., The 1619 Project: A
New Origin Story. (One World Books: 2021). The
story that won a Pulitzer prize and stirred controversy
now reworked and published as a book hailed as "a
wide-ranging, landmark summary of the Black
experience in America." (NY Times)
Evan Osnos, Wildland. (Macmillan: 2021) "Stellar
reporting . . . As an overview of a fractious ideological
landscape, this skillful treatment is hard to beat. An
elegant survey of the causes and effects of
polarization in America." (Kirkus Review)
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It’s the Law

Another Way SB90 Politicizes the
Election Process
By Thomas Klee
Prior articles have dealt with commonly discussed
sections of SB90 that we Democrats can address
by stepping up our efforts. This article deals with a
section of SB90 that we cannot mitigate by our efforts.
It addresses any litigation brought against any SOE
or the Secretary of State, the state's top elections
official, that challenges any provision of the Elections Code. Such litigation may not be settled, any
consent decree entered or order agreed to if such
action nullifies, suspends or is in conflict with any
provision of the Elections Code unless certain conditions are met. When settlement negotiations
begin, written notice must be given to the President
of the Senate, the Speaker of the House and the
Attorney General, all currently Republicans. Further, any proposed settlement, consent or order
must be promptly reported to those officials and at
least 10 days before such action is made final, written notification must be given to them.
The practical effect is that these elected officials will
have the opportunity to enter any action that chal-

Continued from page 1

lenges any provision
of the Elections Code
and argue against any
settlement, consent or
order. This is likely to
have limited impact if
the Secretary of State is already a party to the action because she would likely act in a manner with
which the three other officials would agree. It may
have more effect if only one or more SOEs are party or parties to the action and they wish to agree to
a settlement, consent or action that overturns or
limits the application of the Elections Code in their
county or counties.
While this is less drastic than laws adopted in other
states taking responsibility from elections officials
and allowing the legislature to make decisions,
such as who the Presidential electors are, regardless of the actual vote, it is a step in the politicization of the election process. We can only hope that
next year the Legislature does not take further action in this direction.
Mr. Klee is a retired lawyer who was co-head of the
Canvassing Board team of the Lee County VPP in
2020. Mr. Klee is not admitted to practice law in
Florida. Therefore, any statements contained herein are not to be deemed legal opinions. You may
address any comments or questions to
tklee7532@aol.com.
need volunteers to enter data, answer phones in
the office, perform research on a variety of issues,
and many other roles.

Dems Care About the County
Thank you to our new and ongoing recurring
donors. Without your generosity we would not be
able to keep the office open, pay for the literature
our canvassers drop at voters’ doors, the texts we
send, the postcards we print and send, the printing
of voter registration and vote-by-mail forms, and all
those other activities so vital in our efforts to save
our democracy. If you are not a recurring donor,
please consider signing up as even $5 per month
can help. Or if you prefer a directed donation, we
are grateful for those too. To donate on-line go to
https://leecountydems.org and click on the big
green "Contribute" button.

Please contact me at chairleedems@gmail.com or
Jim Rosinus at vicechairleedems@gmail.com.
It is my personal hope that your holiday season be
filled with love and joy, whether or however you
may choose to celebrate.

Mark Your Calendar
December 30 Join Dems for an Early New
Year's Celebration
Check our website for time and place
January 30 1st Annual Democratic Party of
Lee County Folk Festival
Time: 12-4 pm Place: Saint James City Civic
Association

As we finish up 2021 and look to 2022, we have
much to be grateful for and a lot of work to do.
Please consider volunteering. In addition to
knocking on doors and making phone calls, we
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