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Democrats Deliver      
…Democrats Care 

This year, Christmas looked a lot 

better than last year. Despite 

omicron's rapid spread, more 

(fully vaccinated) people 

celebrated safely with friends and 

family. They opened packages 

that arrived on time. More jobs 

were added--nearly 6 million--than 

in the first year of any presidency 

in our history. Fewer people filed 

unemployment claims in the last 

month than at any time since 

1969.  

For millions of people trying to 

make ends meet amid disruptions 

caused by the pandemic, the 

Democrats’ Rescue package 

dramatically lowered premiums 

for those who purchase their own 

insurance, saving families an 

average of $2,400 and ensuring 

they can get the care they need. 

Democrats care about Americans' 

health! 

 

---De Santis Doesn't 

By Susan McGuire 

Happy New Year.  If your family 

and circle of friends is intact, 

celebrate.  Sadly, nearly 63,000 

Covid deaths in Florida leaves 

many families and loved ones 

grieving instead of happily ringing 

in a new year. 

Why so many?  Why did Florida 

lead during the summer surge in 

cases and deaths?  Why over a 

300% increase in Covid last 

week?  Even while the omicron 

virus is rampart all across the 

country, why does it reach 

dramatic extremes in Florida? 

Gov. DeSantis has staked his 

political future on the flimsy 

premise that safe and sensible 

public health measures “take 

away our freedoms”.  He 

endorses treatment instead of 

prevention implying that getting 

Covid is a reasonable choice in 

lieu of vaccination (with complete 

disregard those being infected as 

a result), refuses to even reveal 

whether he has received the 

booster, peddles quackery 

through his unorthodox surgeon 

general, and repeatedly pounds 

away his message of “No 

shutdowns,” when no one is even 

calling for one.  He rejects the 

notion that he could encourage 

his constituents to care about one 

another; instead he pits them 

against one another. 

The omicron surge will be 

serious.  We will lose more 

citizens who want to live and 

thrive.   They are being treated as 

expendable.  DeSantis’s 

ambitions take precedence. 
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From the Chair 

Democrats in DC Deliver for the 
Country  

By Kari Lerner 

January is a time for new beginnings and 2022 is 

no different. This month is jam-packed with 

events and opportunities to help us launch our 

effort to flip Florida Blue in 2022!  

Our Field Teams will be canvassing regularly 

with special Days of Action focused on Lehigh 

Acres. We will be launching a phone bank 

reaching out to voters with no party affiliation 

(NPAs) to identify those leaning Democratic for 

inclusion in our ballot chase at election time. We 

are also in search of a bilingual paid canvasser! 

Contact the office for details.  

Put on your best 

black dress clothes 

and join us for Lee 

Pitts Live After Work 

honoring Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr.  6 pm 

January 14. We will 

also have a table on 

parade day.  

The Women’s March 

on January 22nd will 

feature various 

speakers and a special musical talent. 

Do not miss our 1st Annual Democratic Party of 

Lee County Folk Festival to be held on Sunday 

January 30th noon-4pm at St James City Civic 

Association (3300 Fourth Ave, St James City, FL 

33956) featuring the music of local favorite Annie 

Wenz along with several other nationally touring 

artists. Join us for a fun-filled day of music--meet 

candidates, purchase delicious food truck fare, 

bring your pen to sign candidate petitions, 

checkbook to support your favorite candidates, 

picture of your vaccination card, and your own 

chair. Tickets are $30 at the door, but you 

can buy them in advance for $20 on the Lee 

County Dems website. <https://

secure.actblue.com/donate/

leedems_folkfestival>.) Children under 12 

admitted free.  We'll be outdoors, weather 

permitting, with an indoor back-up at the site.  

We still have many seats without Democratic 

candidates. It is not too late to come forward. 

Even if the seat may be challenging to win, let’s 

not just hand it to the Republicans. Instead let’s 

make them spend money and work for it. Anyone 

who knows me has heard me say that ANY seat 

is viable with the right candidate sharing the right 

message.  

About messaging, our new Communications 

Director Julia Jaross  

julia.leecountydems@gmail.com will be working 

closely with the Campaign Committee to hit the 

right tone with the right media directed at various 

audiences. The bottom line is that Democrats put 

people first. #DemocratsCare.  

Make your January resolution be to join us!  

“The vote is precious. 

It is the most powerful 

non-violent tool we 

have in a democratic 

society, and we must 

use it.”   

- John Lewis 

The First Step to Turning Florida Blue in '22--Register Voters  

By the Voter Registration Team 

The Voter Registration Team and amazing volunteers have been working 

hard since April to register as many Lee County residents as we can. We 

have held tabling events at libraries, food pantries, and various community 

events in Fort Myers, Lehigh Acres and Dunbar. Our trained volunteers 

check registration status, make sure voter registration forms are filled out 

properly, enroll registrants in vote by mail and answer questions about vot-

ing rights and laws. As of now, outside of our Day of Action efforts, we have 

registered more than 100 Lee County Democrats and enrolled more than 

150 in Vote by Mail. Our goal is to safely and securely register 1000 new 

Democrats by October 2022, and we are confident that we can do it!  

Continued on page 4 
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By Kari Lerner and Julia Jaross 

The theme for the Florida Democratic Party 2021 

Leadership Blue Conference was unity. Lee 

County was well represented with Dr. Cindy 

Banyai (Congressional candidate), Jacqueline 

McMiller (City of Fort Myers mayoral candidate), 

and Debbie Jordan (Lee County School Board 

candidate) as our candidates in attendance, 

along with Julia Jaross (communications), Laura 

Lynch (Labor), Dr. Janelle Christensen, Sharon 

Davies, Renard Biltgen (data), Dave Waks 

(data), Carolyn Norris (Black Caucus), Steve 

Blumrosen, and Kari Lerner (Democratic Party of 

Lee County Chair) who also traveled to Orlando 

to attend the conference. 

The weekend began Friday evening with a 

reception sponsored by US Senate candidate 

Ken Russell. The officers of the FDP, candidates 

for the state-wide seats and their staff, along with 

candidates for local office made appearances 

and were available for conversation. The mood 

was festive and collaborative, which set the tone 

for the conference. 

The schedule during the day on Saturday was 

packed with informative sessions, committee 

meetings, and candidate speeches. The day 

concluded with the formal gala and a more 

informal gathering for those unable to attend the 

sold-out event. 

The highlight of the conference was the gala on 

Saturday evening featuring speeches by many 

notable attendees. Special guest speakers were 

Ndaba Mandela, Founder and Chairman of the 

Mandela Institute for Humanity and grandson of 

Nelson Mandela and Democratic strategist and 

CNN commentator Maria Cardona. Remarks 

were given by candidates Charlie Crist, Nikki 

Fried, Annette Taddeo, Val Demings, and Ken 

Russell, along with Rep. Debbie Wasserman-

Schultz, FDP Chair Manny Diaz and FDP Vice-

Chair Judy Mount. The keynote speaker for the 

evening was US Representative, House Majority 

Whip Jim Clyburn, who delivered a powerful 

speech on overcoming the challenges the 

Democratic Party faces in protecting all 

Americans’ rights. 

After a moving ecumenical Prayer Breakfast on 

Sunday morning, the official meetings of the FDP 

Central Committee and Executive Committee 

were held. The budget and several Resolutions 

were approved unanimously. Key resolutions 

include calling for the protection of voting rights, 

condemning Sen. Marco Rubio and Gov. 

DeSantis for failing working Floridian families, 

and a resolution reaffirming the FDP’s 

commitment to American values, among many 

others.  

By all accounts the theme of unity was achieved 

at the 2021 Leadership Blue Conference.  As 

Rep. Jim Clyburn states in his keynote speech: 

“We can maintain our goodness and still win 

elections.” 

Lee Dems Well Represented at Leadership Blue  



4 

Voter Registration 

Continued from page 2 

We have now entered the extremely important phase 

of door-to-door canvassing, and are currently focus-

ing on low income and senior housing communities. 

These areas have a large number of unregistered 

Democrats and NPAs (No Party Affiliation) and are 

crucial to our success. In Florida, 20% of residents 

are unregistered, 29% are Republicans, 29% are 

Democrats and 23% are NPAs. Clearly, engaging 

with these potential 

Democratic voters, 

speaking to them about 

their concerns, high-

lighting the issues 

Democrats are ad-

dressing and getting 

them registered is vital. 

We have developed a 

training session for can-

vassers that will include 

tips, conversation start-

ers, dos and don’ts, and 

role plays, making sure volunteers have the skills and 

tools necessary to feel safe, confident, and prepared. 

Canvassers always work in teams of two and will 

knock on doors of unregistered and NPAs; no knock-

ing on registered Republicans’ doors!  Two data-

bases, Hot Blocks and VAN, provide information 

about the residents canvassers will be talking to, and 

the training will include how to use this data. Addition-

ally, we have been designing and distributing flyers, 

mailers, and postcards to gated communities and 

housing authorities, where we do not have access to 

in-person canvassing. 

We are so appreciative of our more than 300 volun-

teers and welcome all! If you are interested in can-

vassing, sign up here <https://www.mobilize.us/

leecountydec/event/434360/> for one of our training 

sessions on January 5, 6, 12 or 13.  Or, if you have 

any questions, please contact Gloria McComas at 

voterregleedems@gmail.com. 

Help us Flip Florida Blue in 2022, because as Barack 

Obama famously said, “Change will not come if we 

wait for some other person or wait for some other 

time. We are the ones we have been waiting for.” 

Club of the Month 

Lehigh Acres Democratic Club 
By Paula Blair 

The new Lehigh Acres Democratic Club held its first 

meeting in July and quickly became an official club 

associated with the Lee Dems.  They have recently 

started meeting in person at 7:00 PM on the second 

Thursday of the month at a new location on 

Richmond Avenue in Lehigh. They continue to 

conduct hybrid meetings for those who are unable to 

meet in person.   

The Club started out with a core group of active 

volunteers, but hopes to recruit new members and 

grow over time.  The Lehigh Acres Democratic Club 

has two goals that are closely related.  They want to 

encourage the almost 20,000 Democrats in our 

community to vote in every election.  They are 

working closely with the Voter Registration Team to 

register new voters and are also canvassing 

regularly to re-enroll irregular voters (or Warm Dems) 

in Vote by Mail, which greatly increases their 

likelihood of voting.  Their second goal is to improve 

the infrastructure in Lehigh.  They are sending 

representatives to all community meetings in order to 

become educated about issues that affect Lehigh, so 

that they can start advocating for the town.  They 

would like better schools with fewer portable 

classrooms, more traffic lights, sidewalks, 

playgrounds and parks, as well as many other 

improvements.  Lehigh only receives a portion of the 

tax dollars contributed, and the 

Club will work to bring those tax 

dollars back to this community. 

Club officers are include: 

President - Paula Blair; VP - 

George Ugartemendia; Treasurer 

- Mary Beth Broderson; Secretary - Jacquelyn 

Brown; Parliamentarian - W. Earl Sparrow. 

Dues are $15 per year. 

The Lehigh Democratic Club is only just beginning, 

but they hope to make a difference in the community 

as well as in local, state and federal elections.  To 

learn more about the Lehigh Acres Democratic Club 

and to get involved, contact Paula Blair 

blairps@gmail.com, or call 239-940-9751. 

l to r - Mike McHenry, Sarah 
McHenry, Barbara Robertson, 

Bruce Marvin, Jim Rosinus --Oh, 
and the tail is Bob the dog!  

https://www.mobilize.us/leecountydec/event/434360/
https://www.mobilize.us/leecountydec/event/434360/
mailto:blairps@gmail.com
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Voting Rights Under Attack 
This year, with voter suppression laws, partisan 

redistricting, and processes giving state 

legislatures the last word in determining who wins 

an election, Republicans are systematically 

undermining democracy and diminishing our voting 

rights. Democrats need to fight this by passing 

federal voting rights protections. Demand that 

Congress take action.  Check out the ACLU's call 

to action. <https://action.aclu.org/send-message/

congress-protect-our-voting-rights> 

Why I Am a Democrat 

by S. R. Maxeiner, Jr. M.D. 

Do I like children? They are noisy, undisciplined 

little people, learning to 

make their way and to become responsible 

citizens. Most of their mothers have to work. Who 

wants to assure those mothers a time at home to 

love those kids and shape them? Democrats. 

Am I glad to get out of Afghanistan? A fiasco war 

with no aim and no gain. Two decades of vainglory 

at enormous cost in lives lost and lives lived. 

Ending at the prompt decision by President Biden 

to stop our part in the war and bring our people 

home. Our withdrawal provoked a break-and-run in 

the Afghan army and thus a chaotic extraction of 

American forces. Who takes the blame, without 

argument? Our President, Joe Biden—a Democrat. 

After decades of domestic decay in roads, rails, 

rivers, and bridges, who has the vision and 

courage to propose massive federal investment in 

ourselves, in our own lives, 

our own future?  President 

Biden, a Democrat. 

In a time of world-wide 

affliction with the corona virus, 

what American leader relies 

on true and responsible 

science?  Who promotes 

universal immunity through "shots," but leaves 

citizens responsible for their own decisions and the 

public welfare? Joe Biden, American president. A 

Democrat. 

Half our people live in a political world of lies, 

division, violence and fear. Democrats —the other 

half— work and vote for integrity, for truth, and for 

progress. 

Am I a Democrat? Believe it! 

S.R."Bob" Maxeiner founded and led a group of 

Minneapolis surgeons that continues today. He 

converted to Florida in 1987. 

Share the message  

#Democrats deliver 
#DemocratsCare 

Stay up to date all month long. Visit our website, 
LeeCountyDems.org or connect with Lee County 
Democrats on social media. 

Facebook: @leecountydems 

Twitter: @LeeCountyFLDems 

Instagram: @leecountyfldemocrats 

https://www.facebook.com/leecountydems
https://twitter.com/leecountyfldems
https://www.instagram.com/leecountyfldemocrats/?hl=en
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It’s the Law 

Reapportionment is Coming in 
This Legislative Session  
By Thomas Klee 

After each decennial census, Florida's seats in 

Congress and state Legislative districts must be 

reapportioned to reflect the new census data so 

that each district has an approximately equal 

number of people.     

Procedure 

A.  The Florida constitution sets forth the 

procedure for reapportionment state Legislative 

districts.  In the regular session of the Legislature 

in the second year following the census, which 

runs for 60 days beginning on January 11, 2022, 

a joint resolution shall be adopted apportioning 

state House and Senate seats. If a joint 

resolution is not adopted in the regular session, 

the governor shall convene a special 

apportionment session of up to 30 days at which 

the only business is to adopt a joint 

apportionment resolution. 

The joint resolution is 

then presented to the 

state Supreme Court 

for a declaratory 

judgment as to its 

validity. If the Court 

determines that the 

apportionment is valid, 

it is binding. If the 

Court determines that the apportionment is 

invalid, the governor shall convene an 

extraordinary apportionment session of up to 15 

days during which the Legislature shall adopt a 

joint apportionment resolution conforming to the 

Court's opinion. 

If the Legislature fails to adopt a joint 

apportionment resolution at the extraordinary 

apportionment session or the Court determines 

that the apportionment resolution is invalid, the 

Court makes the apportionment maps.   

B.  The state constitution does not address 

Congressional reapportionment. Therefore, 

Congressional districts are established by a 

regular bill passed by both houses of the 

Legislature, which bill may be vetoed by the 

governor.   

Standards 

In 2010, the voters of Florida adopted two 

constitutional amendments in an attempt to 

assure a fair process in establishing 

Congressional and Legislative districts. They 

provide that no apportionment plan shall be 

drawn with the intent to favor or disfavor a 

political party or incumbent. Further, no district 

shall be drawn with the intent or result of denying 

or abridging the equal opportunity of racial or 

language minorities to participate in the political 

process or to diminish their ability to elect 

representatives. Districts shall be as nearly equal 

in population as practicable, compact and, where 

feasible, utilize existing political and geographical 

boundaries.  

Mr. Klee is a retired lawyer who was co-head of 

the Canvassing Board team of the Lee County 

VPP in 2020. Mr. Klee is not admitted to practice 

law in Florida.  Therefore, any statements 

contained herein are not to be deemed legal 

opinions.  You may address any comments or 

questions to tklee7532@aol.com. 

Precinct Practices 

What's a Committee Person? 
Ed. note: There are 127 precincts in Lee County. 

Except for two precincts with very small 

populations, most are permitted up four precinct 

committee people, with representation balanced 

by gender. Doing the math, Lee County is 

entitled to have up to 504 precinct committee 

people (252 women and 252 men). 

We have plenty of openings. Currently we have 

117 elected PCPs across 71 precincts. Only 

three precincts are full and nine have three 

members. The rest are all ones and twos. And, at

-large appointments to the DEC are possible. So, 

there's plenty of room for anyone who's 

interested. Want to become a committee person? 

Your first step is to contact Jim Rosinus.   

<vicechairleedems@gmail.com>.  

Continued on page 7 
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Precinct Practices: Committee Person 

Continued from page 6 

This month, Joe Beausoleil (PCT 122) provides 

an outline of the basic responsibilities of Precinct 

committee people.  Next month, we'll have more 

information on some of the neat tools the data 

team has developed to help committee people do 

their jobs. 

STATUTORY AND POLITICAL 

RESPONSIBILITY OF PRECINCT COMMITTEE 

PEOPLE 

Precinct committeewomen or committeemen are 

elected Party officials. They have both a statutory 

and a political responsibility.  

The process for becoming a precinct 

committeewoman or committeeman bears this 

out. Two oaths are required. There is the oath of 

office which is signed and notarized using the 

form required by the State Department’s Division 

of Elections for candidates seeking political office 

and the loyalty oath required by the Florida 

Democrat Party for elected officials that is also 

signed and notarized.   

The statutory responsibility of precinct persons is 

to represent the Democrats in their respective 

precinct on the Lee County Democratic 

Executive Committee. They are expected to 

attend meetings of the DEC and serve on 

committees as needed. To understand their 

statutory responsibilities, they must be familiar 

with the Constitution and Bylaws of the Democrat 

Party of Lee County. 

Their political responsibility is to carry out the 

mission of the Democrat Party’s which is to elect 

Democrats. To fulfill 

their political 

responsibility, they are 

given access to the 

VoteBuilder which is a 

powerful tool for 

organizing the precinct 

to maximize the 

Democrat vote.   



Act and Remember 
January 6 marks the 1st anniversary of the 
Trump-incited and GOP-sponsored attempted 
coup on our Democracy.  

Take action! Do you want to do all you can to 
protect our Democracy? Canvassing for Voter 
Registration and Vote By Mail is THE MOST 
IMPORTANT WORK that we can possibly do 
right now.  

We're looking for our most committed volunteers 
to get trained in Voter Registration Canvassing 
and then help us knock on doors!  

Our specialized online training sessions will last 

approximately 60 min. The dates and times for 

training are: Jan 5th, 11am or 2pm; Jan 6th,  

11am or 6pm. Sign up here. https://

www.mobilize.us/leecountydec/event/434360/ 

And, remember! You can stand up and show 

your support for protecting democracy by joining 

the vigil at Babcock Ranch Founder’s Square 

42850 Crescent Lp, Babcock Ranch, FL 33982 

on Thursday, January 6, 2022, 5:30 – 7pm EST. 

Learn more and sign up here. (https://

www.mobilize.us/demcastusa/event/432240/). Or 

sign up at https://www.mobilize.us/defend-

democracy/event/434537/ to attend the vigil 

at Unitarian Universalist Church, 13411 Shire 

Ln, Fort Myers.  
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Get Involved!!! 

The Women's March will 

feature a special attraction: 

Ryleigh Plank, a recent con-

testant on The Voice will be 

performing live. Follow her at 

ryleighmusic.com and 

@musicbyryleigh. Click here 

to register < https://

www.eventbrite.com/e/march

-for-democracy-tickets-

191896707217>. 

MLK Day Happenings 

SAT, JAN 15, 5 PM 

2022 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Legacy 

Honors Gala 

Collaboratory - 2031 Jackson St, Fort 
Myers, FL  

And, watch for Lee County Dems on Lee 
Pitts Live! 

MON, JAN 17 

Unity Breakfast at Sidney & Berne Davis Cen-
ter < https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-dr-
martin-luther-king-jr-unity-breakfast-tickets-
209836024197?aff=ebdssbdestsearch> 

  

March leaving Dunbar Jupiter Hammon Li-
brary at 11am and ending at Centennial Park 

Celebration at Centennial Park, 2000 W 1st 
St, Fort Myers, from 11am - 6pm 

https://www.facebook.com/events/331223668845314/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D%5D%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/331223668845314/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D%5D%7D
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-dr-martin-luther-king-jr-unity-breakfast-tickets-209836024197?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-dr-martin-luther-king-jr-unity-breakfast-tickets-209836024197?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-dr-martin-luther-king-jr-unity-breakfast-tickets-209836024197?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

