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Making Florida Work
for Everyone

when they need it–and Floridians
with insurance now face a $2,000
hidden ‘sick tax” for every hospital
visit to cover for the one million
By Annette Taddeo
uninsured Floridians—all because
While our governor is auditioning Ron DeSantis refuses to expand
for the voters of Iowa, I’m focused Medicaid. Floridians deserve
on delivering for Florida and
leaders who actually fight for the
addressing the real issues we’re
real issues facing Floridians
facing. Unfortunately, the plain
instead of made-up culture wars
and fear tactics.
My candidacy is all about creating
a Florida that works for everyone.
A Florida where we expand
medicaid to help those who
desperately need healthcare. A
Florida where we stop defunding
our local public schools and
instead pay our teachers a proper
salary. A Florida that takes action
against record hikes in housing,
insurance and rental costs. Make
no mistake about it, none of these
fights will be easy. Anyone who
knows me knows that I don't back
truth is that in Tallahassee, if
down from a fight. I believe
you’re a major corporation or a
well-heeled insider–these last few Florida is ready to put behind the
politics of division and hate,
years have been pretty good to
because what we have in
you. But for small business
owners and hardworking families common is bigger than what
divides us. Florida, I believe in
across the state, these last few
years have been rough…and it’s us!”
only getting worse. This pandemic
Annette Taddeo has represented
isn’t the cause of our problems
District 40 in the Florida Senate
but it certainly has exacerbated
since 2017. She is a candidate for
them. Housing and rental costs
the Democratic nomination for
and everyday expenses have
Governor.
skyrocketed all while the income
for everyday Floridians has
stalled. Healthcare costs have
skyrocketed so much that many
people choose not to seek help

Inside this issue
Annette Taddeo--A Florida that
works for Everyone ...................... 1
Education -Gwyn Gittens ............ 2
Candidates: Help Wanted ........... 2
Help with Days of Action............ 3
Precinct Redistricting .................. 3
How the Infrastructure Law Helps
Florida ............................................ 3
EF-2 Tornado Hits Lee County.. 4
Thoughts on Black History Month-Susan McGuire .............................. 4
Why I Am a Democrat ................. 5
Jan. 6 Vigils .................................. 5
MLK Day Celebration ................. 6
Folk Festival .................................. 6

Candidates: Help Wanted

training session for candidates on Feb. 12. If you
are thinking about becoming a candidate, please
contact Kari Lerner <chairleedems@gmail.com>.

Readers of The Informed Democrat are all aware
that the 2022 election is HUGE and that Florida has
statewide offices to fill, including the governorship,
cabinet offices, and a US Senate seat. We'll also
be electing Representatives to the US House, as
well as the State Senate and House. County offices
including County Commission and School Board
posts will be at stake, as well City Council seats in
Bonita Springs, Fort Myers, Cape Coral and Fort
Myers Beach. The Lee County Democratic Party
hopes to recruit candidates for all of these contests
but there are still many open spots. Many, such as
School Board and City Councils, and are nonpartisan and offer well-qualified candidates who
share our Party's values a chance to win regardless
of party label. Go to <https://leecountydems.org/
2022-candidates-and-issues/> to learn more about
the offices that are up. Todd Truax will be holding a

In addition to the high-profile federal, state, city and
county offices, the Lee County Dems website lists
over 5 dozen local boards and commissions that
are elected. These authorities oversee critical local
activities including the Lee Memorial Health system,
mosquito control, fire protection and rescue,
libraries, bridges, community development,
municipal services improvement, bridge. These are
generally non-partisan, with no primary election.
They present a valuable opportunity for citizen
involvement in the community and provide a chance
to try out elective office seeking/holding. Who
knows what might be next? The State House?
Congress? the White House!!! Here's where to go
to learn more about these offices:

Lee Memorial Health Board of Directors here <https://www.leehealth.org/about-us/our-leadership/boardof-directors/about-our-board>
Community Development districts here <https://www.cfmcdd.org/questions/>
Fire Protection and Rescue Service Districts here <http://mydistrictwebsite.com>
Lee County Mosquito Control here <https://lcmcd.com>
Fort Myers Beach Library Board here http://www.fmb.lib.fl.us/board.html
Sanibel Public Library Board here <https://sanlib.org/2020/10/16/boardapplication/>

2022 EDUCATION!

Take time to read and study the Florida districts that
have elected superintendents and partisan elected
board members. What is the size, demographic,
academic level, etc. of those districts? What is the
success of the district before and after an elected
superintendent and Board? Who do the elected
officials directly report to? What are the checks and
balances? When you can answer these questions,
you can understand the legislation that is moving
fast through the legislature. Will it be on the ballot in
November, how will your children be affected, if you
are an educator how will you be affected and how
will our community be affected? What will Public
Education look like in 2023?

By Gwyn Gittens
When we run for office to represent an entire
community and we must communicate with and
understand the entire community by understanding
the issues. We teach children how to maneuver in
this world but, if we watch them, they are teaching
us. We need to follow the
example of children? They
disagree, argue and then
move on, by the end of the
day, playing together again.
Don’t get me wrong I don’t
believe we will agree on
everything, however, 2022
will shed a new light on
“agree to disagree.”
The Main Focus should be the Issues! How to
make our community, our schools, our future better.
Understand, study and know the issues. The Main
issues facing Education 2022 right now in Lee
County is do we “elect our superintendent and make
our non-partisan board partisan?”

2

So, as the teacher in me rises up I will say to
everyone, do your homework, understand the
issues, ask hard questions and Listen and
Learn from all points of view. Do your homework,
then you can say you are an informed voter. An
uninformed voter is a danger to us all.
Gwyn Gittens serves on the Lee County School
Board representing District 5. She is an experienced
teacher who has taught all age groups, from
elementary thru adults.

Help with Days of Action

voters. All volunteers who wish to be able to
register voters in Lee County MUST take one of
these classes first. Classes are generally held on
the first Saturday of each month (unless a
holiday intervenes). Go to: https://
www.mobilize.us/leecountydec/event/393394/ to
register for an upcoming class.

Not ready to run for office? How about helping
with Get Out the Vote? Here's what you can do
this month.
Take your Voter Registration Training–
February 5, 2022 at 10:00 am

Hit the streets! Canvassing for NPAs,
Unregistered and VBM Dems – February 13,
2022 at 1:45 pm - 4:00 pm Brittany Apartments.
Canvassing for those who have taken part 2 of
the Voter Registration training. Join us as we
reach out to this important demographic and help
us flip Florida Blue in 2022!

As a third-party voter
registrar, the Democratic
Party of Lee County is
required to train all of our
volunteers on the legal
requirements for registering

Redistricting Update: Precinct Changes in the Works
The State House and Senate continue to work on maps for Congressional and State legislative districts,
aiming at finishing the task ahead of the session's end on March 11. Meanwhile, closer to home, the Lee
County Supervisor of Elections has been working on redrawing precinct maps, cutting the current 127
precincts down to 100. New county maps will need approval of the County Commissioners.

Tell Your Friends

What else? Well, the 700,000 Floridians who lack
internet access will gain access to affordable
broadband; and, new networks of charging stations
for electric vehicles will be created, making it
possible to embrace automobiles that won't
contribute to global climate change.

How the Infrastructure Law
Helps Florida

Although not a single Florida Republican in
Congress voted for the infrastructure bill, and
Of course, these ambitious projects all require
Governor DeSantis criticized the bill for
workers to implement them and that means good
"shortchanging Florida," the state stands to reap
enormous benefits from the new legislation. Indeed, paying jobs for hundreds of thousands of Floridians.
the bill stands to improve the lives of all Floridians.
With 13.1 billion for highway repairs and $245
million earmarked to fix bridges, Florida will be a
major beneficiary of the new law, which will also
focus on hurricane resilience.
The law also includes the largest investments
EVER in public transportation and in Everglades
restoration. All of the lead pipes in the state will be
removed, thus providing clean drinking water to all
Florida's residents.

Share the message
#Democrats deliver #DemocratsCare
Stay up to date all month long. Visit our website, LeeCountyDems.org or connect with Lee County
Democrats on social media.
Facebook: @leecountydems

Twitter: @LeeCountyFLDems
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Instagram: @leecountyfldemocrats

E-F2 Tornado Hits Lee County
Devastating Mobile Homes

spared.) The winds crashed over homes, knocked out
power and then abruptly stopped The sudden quiet
in the park was met by momentary stunned silence.
Early Sunday morning, January 16, a tornado ripped Then an eruption of neighbors voices everywhere
through the Iona section of Lee County and damaged checking on each other. Finally, a collective sigh of
several mobile home parks. Not until January 21st did relief that no was hurt.
Governor DeSantis declare a state of emergency and Minutes after the tornado struck, our property
not until January 24 did he seek federal assistance-- manager arrived to contact Lee County EMS & Fire
until then, residents looked to local government, first Dept to start clearing debris. FPL brought crews &
responders and charities for help. Micki Larimer, a
equipment to begin days of non-stop work restoring
resident of C-21, one of the damaged mobile home
electricity. “Hope Builders” a non-profit coordinating
parks and a member of the Democratic Club of SW
agency was very resourceful in bringing in volunteers
Fort Myers, provides this first-hand account:
& supplies to help with all sorts of disaster needs.
As new Dem Club
Members, we want
to share the
tornado experience
that upended life for
ourselves & our
neighbors in C-21
Mobile Home
Photo by Penny Jessop
Senior Community.
On Sunday
morning, Jan 16, just before 8:00 am, a major E-F2
tornado roared into our park with peak winds of 118
mph. It ploughed through the park, destroyed many
homes, did major damage to more homes and then
politely skipped over many other homes. (Democratic
Club members Shawn Anderson & Micki Larimer
were among the fortunate ones with homes that were

What Black History Month Means to Me

The Lee Board of County Commissioners authorized
a multi-agency resource center for resident
assistance at the Wa-Ke-Hatchee Recreation Center.
This collaboration of local public services with nonprofit agencies is proving very helpful to residents
Many folks will have a hard time making repairs and
staying in this community. Insurance coverage for
mobile homes is extremely inadequate. A Go-FundMe Page has been set up for C-21 Emergency
Funds. These funds will be distributed by an
independent committee of people who are not
residents in our park. The Fund administrator is
Kathy Mason 715-439-0067.
FEMA officials visited the park a few days ago. We
await a decision about the availability of Federal
funds.

Black History
Month was
By Susan McGuire
incorporated into
public schools in
I am white. I grew up during the closing chapters of
an era when one knew one’s place. We didn’t need 1976, but it
wasn’t until my
to be taught that good people were Christians, that
own children
boys had more important roles in life than girls, and
attended school
that being white was better. These were so much a
that it had an
part of our culture that, growing up, we knew which
impact on me. I
was our rung on the ladder.
Susan McGuire at MLK Day March
learned from their
But times, they were a-changing, and current events
assignments that my
challenged this order. George Wallace made a
ignorance was both embarrassing and blind. A void
speech “segregation now, segregation tomorrow,
existed where there should have been a wealth of
segregation forever” and was cheered for it. Schools
information on a topic fundamental and central to our
integrated, sometimes with violence, the Civil Rights
development as a nation, and my own history.
Movement divided the nation, and Martin Luther King,
Continued on page 5
Jr. won the Nobel Peace Prize, but was later
assassinated. Cities burned. Moral consciences
awoke.
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Why I Am a Democrat

abroad. I spent two years on a ship in South-East
Asia. I experienced the diversity of cultures that
was missing in our own culture back in the United
States. When I returned home things here hadn’t
changed much. I really felt that social change
needed to take place to right the wrongs of the past
and allow us as a nation to move on. The only
political party that was endorsing such change was
the Democratic Party.

by Bob McComb
There are a multitude of reasons why I choose to
be affiliated with the Democratic Party; for the sake
of space I will be brief. My maternal grandmother
and great-grandmother were involved in the
suffrage movement. My mother stressed the
struggle of equality for women during the fight for
the Equal Rights Amendment. My dad was a labor
leader and taught me the value of work and the
respect of people regardless of their race, religion,
or national origin.

About fifteen years ago, I became an educator
because I saw how important education is as a
means of empowering young people. Why am I a
Democrat? I believe in equal justice and respect
During my adolescent years, I witnessed the cruelty for ALL people and I see this party as the best hope
against people of color by a predominately ignorant to accomplish those goals. In closing, I recall the
words of my grandmother, “People don’t care what
society. I remember sitting in our living room
you know, until they know that you care”. I truly
watching and listening to Dr. King’s “I Have a
judge that these are the core ideals of our party.
Dream” speech at the Lincoln Memorial.
That is why I am proud to affirm that “I AM A
After high school, I enlisted in the U.S. Navy.
DEMOCRAT”.
During that time, I had the opportunity to travel

Vigils as Reminders of Threat to
Democracy

rule of law.
Here, some of
the two dozen
members of the
January 6, 2021--one year ago, American democraDemocratic
cy overcame one of the greatest threats in our histoClub of Southry to a peaceful transition of power. Hordes stormed
west Fort Myers
the Capitol as part of a broad effort to halt the countare shown ating of electoral votes, appoint fraudulent electors,
tending a candeliver a victory to Donald Trump and maybe hang
dlelight Vigil at
Mike Pence in the process. Last month, people gaththe Unitarian
ered in a variety of venues throughout the nation to
Universalist Church on the first anniversary of the
hold vigils vowing to support democracy, and the
January 6 insurrection.

Black History Month

musicians, inventors, scientists, educators, authors,
and the everyday heroism of ordinary men and
Continued from page 4
women who have to struggle for what so many can
take for granted. And it continues to teach me about
I lived and worked in the Washington DC area, and
the fabric of American life, the rich layers of its
loved the city without knowing its majestic Capitol,
culture, the disparity that can poison our well, and
stately White House, and gothic Smithsonian
were built by slaves. I knew Frederick Douglass and the hopes I have for our future.
Harriett Tubman, but nothing of Dr Charles Drew, to Susan McGuire, a retired businesswoman from the
whom I likely owe my life. My fathers and uncles all Washington DC area, lives in Bokeelia, FL and is a
saw combat in WWII, but the roles of the Arlington
Democratic committee member for precinct 21. She
black code-breakers, Tuskegee airmen, and Air
was a founding member of a grassroots progressive
Force Gen. Benjamin Davis went unpublicized.
advocacy organization (Pine Island ROAR --Rise up,
Organize, Advocate, Reform) and serves on the Lee
Dems Communication Committee.

Black History Month teaches me American
History. It teaches about war heroes, poets, artists,
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Democrats Join in MLK Day
Festivities

disappointed by the GOP's lack of support for
voting rights and the failure to pass legislation at
the national level, local Democrats showed their
support for voting rights, registered new voters and
helped others renew Vote-by-Mail status.

Lee County Democrats turned out to celebrate
Martin Luther King Day, joining in a march and
listening to the Dunbar High School Band. Though

Get Your Dem Swag!!!
Get your Lee County Dems merchandise--T-shirts, bumper
stickers, etc. https://secure.actblue.com/

First Annual Folk Festival a
Roaring Success

creations. They rubbed shoulders with candidates
including Cindy Banyai for the US House, Mitchel
Slayer for State House, Kathy Fanny, Debbie
Jordan, and Gwyn Gittens for County School
Board. They listened to music from local artists
including Roy Schneider and Kim Mayfield (aka
"The Restless Saints"), Mary Lewis Sheehan-Poet,
Marie Nofsinger and Fred Miller, Robert Bidney,
Mindy Simmons, and Annie Wenz. Did you miss
this amazing afternoon? Be on the look out for the
Second Annual Lee County Democratic Folk
Festival in 2023.

What a Great Day! Despite near record cold in the
morning, Democrats gathered on January 30 at
Neenie's House for the First Annual Lee County
Democratic Folk Festival. People who've been
zooming from home for almost two years relished
the opportunity to see each other in person at last-though under masks and winter (!) clothes. The
festivities included food, music, and candidates.
Attendees noshed on hot dogs as well as vegan
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