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From the Chair

and other marginalized
communities. The Voter
By Kari Lerner
Registration Team, led primarily
by Lori Berkowitz, Gloria
We are well into 2022, an
McComas, and Ellie Rubenstein,
important election year for the
state of Florida because we must through countless hours of
accomplish the urgent mission of legwork, identified over 30
communities to canvass and
unseating Senator Rubio and
Governor DeSantis. Both of these worked to develop the process
men have inflicted damage upon identifying these communities, the
this state for far too long with their training needed, and the
methodology for ensuring the
documentably racist and sexist
results are recorded in a useful
agendas.
manner. Their dedicated work has
It is also
built the foundation for volunteers
important
to be able to step into and
that we run
produce results. We need
Democratic
volunteers to come forward now.
candidates
I am happy to report that we have
in every
found our bilingual canvasser!
possible
race. In her Gustavo Hernandez is an FGCU
inspirational student who will be out in the field
each Sunday and two shifts
book, Our Time is Now, Stacey
during the week. We need
Abrams says, "State lawmakers
volunteers to come forward now
have more of an impact on the
to work with Gustavo.
daily lives of voters of color and
the marginalized than Congress
Please remember that YOU are
ever likely will” (p. 196). Todd
the Democratic Party of Lee
Truax and Charlie Flores have
County. We need you to achieve
been out in the community
the mission, to Flip Florida Blue in
working hard to recruit candidates
2022.
for our state and local seats. If
you have ever considered running
for office, now is the time.
At the Democratic Party of Lee
County, we have been working
diligently with everything we have
to reach out to our voters of color
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Candidates' Corner: Chantel Rhodes
Fort Myers City Council (Ward 3)

Well, that day has arrived! Sometimes I pause
and reflect on the fact that so many of our parents
and grandparents have passed away, I take a
moment to cry and then I examine my own life,
my role, and my purpose. As paranormal as this
may sound, I hear my grandmother’s spirit
pounding at the door of my consciousness saying
“Chantel, get your butt up and lead!”

I’m running for City
Council (Ward 3)
because I recognize
the need for quality
and reliable
representation in the
city that I call home,
the City of Palms,
beautiful Fort Myers.
Florida.

I won’t make any grand commitments or promises
to get votes. I plan to lead with integrity, humility,
and boldness. I plan to use the voice that I once
despised to raise those growing concerns related
to affordable housing, safe environments,
homelessness, and low wages. I will use my
position and resources to encourage mental
health education to families in our area.

I played in these
streets as a child and now I’m committed to
revitalizing those same streets, making them
safer and worth taking pride in. As a young adult,
I often hear these words from the elders: “you’re
the future”, “so many young people need to hear
your voice”, “you’re going to make a great
leader…one day”.

I’ll encourage people to examine themselves to
identify all barriers to their success, whether it be
mental, physical, financial, or intellectual. We
have so much work to do!
Vote for me and watch things transform for the
better!

Candidates' Corner: Val Demings
US Senate

bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act—
voting against crucial investments in our
infrastructure, accessibility to broadband internet,
and well-paying jobs
for Floridians.
For far too long, Florida counties that aren’t
Lee County has made
considered competitive have been ignored during
it clear that we are
elections. They’ve been shut out of important
conversations, leaving voters feeling as though they ready for a leader who
don't have a seat at the table. When candidates don’t will show up for
working-class
reach voters where they are, Floridians end up with
Floridians. I see you,
leaders who act against the best interests of their
and I hear you. We are
own constituents.
going to work together
to create real change
During a recent trip to Lee County, voters told me
that career politicians like Marco Rubio have failed to and make the
greatness of America
show up for their communities and refuse to
accessible for all.
acknowledge the issues that impact them. Voters
want to see investment in water infrastructure to
I am committed to reaching all voters where they
keep their beaches, lakes, and rivers clean. They
want to ensure all of their communities have access are—and my campaign will be the only campaign in
to the ballot box. They want to protect their families, this race that will be going all over Florida and talking
to everyone, regardless of who you are or what party
their property, and their economy from the
you belong to. No one will be left out of our
increasingly dangerous effects of climate change.
movement, and every voice will be heard. Together,
we are going to win and give Florida the leader our
Meanwhile, Florida Republicans have continued to
state deserves in the United States Senate.
vote against legislation that would benefit their
communities. Senator Rubio refused to support the
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Education: The 2022 Hot Button

identity and sexual orientation and allows
parents to take legal action against school
In this issue, read about how education has
districts. Although a plurality of Floridians oppose
emerged as an issue at the national, state, and
the bill, it is moving toward passage, having
local levels and then learn what you can do to
cleared the State House 69-47. After the vote,
support the Lee County School Board as it works Equality Florida released a statement saying,
to provide the best education for our democratic “They will turn Florida into a surveillance state
society.
and give the government broad license to censor
A democracy requires educated citizens. Back in conversations about American history, the
origins of racism and injustice, and the existence
the earliest days of the republic, Thomas
of LGBTQ people.” Locally, Lee County's
Jefferson called education the "keystone to the
LGBTQ+ caucus noted that while "Don't Say
arch of our government." He realized the need
Gay" is their chant, their intentions are to
for free, public education for the American
eliminate gender as a protected class wherever
experiment to succeed. To him, education was
they see it, in the
indispensable for freedom, enabling citizens to
classroom, in the
understand their rights, maintain them, and
workplace and in society if
exercise with intelligence their parts in selfpossible. . . It's not a
government. Schools were supposed to teach
people to read, and think, and inform themselves matter of "Don't say Gay",
the Republicans want "No
about issues and candidates.
More Gay!" We must stop
Nationwide, education is emerging as a key
them at the Ballot Box this
issue in state and local elections. Schools have Fall. Stop HB 7 and HB
become battlegrounds where "astro-turf" groups 1557. "WE HAVE THE
like "Moms for Liberty" attack the freedom of
RIGHT TO SAY GAY!!!"
students and teachers to confront challenging
The second piece of legislation promoted by the
issues and practice the kind of critical thinking
necessary for democracy to flourish. In the name Governor is the so-called "Stop WOKE Act." It
of "parental rights," they have tried to ban books would ban public schools from offering lessons
about Martin Luther King and Ruby Bridges. Last about gender identity and race that might make
students feel “discomfort.” This includes
month, at a local school board meeting, some
prohibiting the teaching of Critical Race Theory,
parents called for removal of books from Lee
misrepresented and demonized by Republicans
County school libraries because, in their
judgment, the material was inappropriate. Rather (see "What Is Critical Race Theory" in this issue).
Critics of "Stop Woke," including parents as well
than simply monitor what their own children do,
they want to impose their standard on everyone as teachers, fear educators will be forced to
whitewash history. Andrew Spar, head of
by denying access to any material they deem
Florida's largest teachers' union, put it this way:
objectionable.
“Teachers are trained and experienced in
At the state level, Gov. DeSantis has voiced
educating children and have a duty to prepare
support for two bills moving through the
their students to be successful contributors to
legislature that pose major threats to the ability of society. Teachers should have the freedom to
school systems to serve the needs of students in teach honest, complete facts about historical
a democratic society.
events like slavery and civil rights without being
censored by politicians.”
The "Parental Rights in Education Bill"--aka,
"Don't Say Gay" bill--limits discussion of gender
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What is Critical Race Theory (CRT)
and Why Are So Many Alarmed by
It?

“uncomfortable”. Nothing could be further from the
truth. CRT actually challenges mainstream liberal
approaches to achieving racial justice.

Some brilliant strategists somewhere have
dragged this out as the
latest culture war
What CRT is not is racial history; it doesn’t teach
bogeyman. Remember the
about slavery, Jim Crow, lynchings, segregation,
ACORN hysteria? Or the
or the Civil Rights movement.
transgender bathroom
CRT is a law school course. It has been around
mania? Or “open borders”
for over 40 years. It began in the 1970s and 80s
which no candidate ever
as some 1960s landmark civil rights laws were
endorsed? Periodically,
being eroded. By any measure, racial inequalities the latest counterfeit
persisted, even after civil rights legislation was
menace is paraded as an
enacted. Scholars began expanding legal studies urgent threat, all for political gain.
theories on class, economic structure, and the law
to examine whether or how U.S. laws perpetrated If politicians want to block the teaching of racial
history in our classrooms, they should be honest
racism.
enough to say so and not create false narratives
This is nothing to be afraid of. Examining the root for the gullible. In doing so, however, they will be
causes of any social problem that society faces is canceling the history of not only our country, but of
a necessary step to bring about change. The term nearly all the world. Slavery and racism were not
“critical’ applies to critical thinking, not criticism.
American inventions or practices. They existed
throughout the world in many forms. We owe it to
Some politicians are redefining Critical Race
history and to ourselves to teach and learn
Theory and portraying it as a liberal scheme to
honestly.
make children “feel bad” or
By Susan McGuire

Lee Co School Board – Did You
Know?

Did you know we have a team of good people
working on school board issues? Some things are
public information and some things are not. If
you’d like more information, please send an email
to mcdale345@comcast.net.

Did you know the Lee Co School Board members
have endured threats, attacks, and name-calling
(including “tyrants, demonic entities, and sextraffickers”) for about a
year? During this time,
new policies have been
made, but the Board also
stayed within the laws,
and fought to protect the
right of free speech, even
under duress. This is no
easy task, and we should
give them credit for such
arduous work. You can email school board
members to thank or support them at
BoardOffice@leeschools.net.

Did you know you can help? School Board
candidates need signed petitions to get on the
August 23rd Primary ballot. They need 978 signed
petitions, and signatures can be from any
registered voter in Lee County. These are due in
mid-May. YOU can help by picking up these
candidate petitions from the Lee County Dems’
office and getting signatures from friends,
neighbors, etc. Call the Lee Dems office at (239)
939-2866, or stop by M-F, 10 am to 4 pm, at 8750
Gladiolus, FM, 33908.
Every small task helps – please join us! The Lee
Dems School Board Advocacy Team

4

If that's not enough. . .

He wasn't interested enough to show up for
hearings on:

Marco Rubio is AWOL for Seniors

•

One in five Floridians is 65+ years of age--that's
4.5 million Florida voters. You would think that
our Senator would be eager to fight on this
group's behalf. You would think that he'd consider his Appointment to the Special Committee On
Aging as a plum position that would allow him to
serve this important constituency. But where's
Marco? One thing's sure; he hasn't been showing up for seniors. He missed 18 hearings in a
row. The Tampa Bay Times called him the
"Absentee Senator" with the worst attendance
record of any Florida Senator in over 30 years.

Why I Am a Democrat

Building a stronger retirement system for
seniors
• Protecting seniors from frauds and scams
during Covid
• Expanding Medicare to cover vision and
dental care
• Protecting seniors and at-risk Americans
from COVID
• Supporting workers, families, and caregivers
who care for seniors
• Protecting seniors from Social Security impersonation scams
Marco hasn't been there for seniors. Seniors
need a Senator who will show up for them-that's not Marco.
the difference
between science
and opinion,
recognizing the
often tragic
ramifications of
taking care of
only ourselves,
vs being mindful
of the impact of our actions on our country and
world.

By Annie Wenz
I am a Proud Democrat… Because I have been
inspired by brilliant, courageous Democratic
Leaders, past and present, whose example and
actions have changed lives and made dreams
come true.
I am a Democrat because I have had the honor
and privilege of rolling up sleeves with likeminded Democrats, many in this community,
who work selflessly and tirelessly for values I
hold most precious: Truth, Integrity, Honesty,
Foresight, Respect, Justice for ALL, Love of
Country, Government, Environment, and of our
Entire Global Community.

I’ll close with lyrics to one of my songs:

I am not an anarchist, fascist, or communist.
I won't indoctrinate your child, or run your
suburbs rampant wild.
I don't hate law, order, and peace. I don't want
I am a Democrat because I believe that the
to torch your streets.
manner in which Democrats value human rights, I'm not anti-values, anti-history, anti-God, or
education, our military, dignity, fairness and
family.
kindness, is critical for our life balance. As
I won’t overrule your freedom, or your kids, or
critical as having the Grace to admit and grow
tell you how to feed them.
from past errors in our changing world.
I don't live to cheat the system. I don't claim to
I AM a Democrat! I know the difference between be a victim.
Democracy and authoritarianism, and the
I don't hate Democracy, Truth, Hope or
ACTUAL definition of communism and
Decency.
socialism.
I am a Proud American Flag Waving Patriot.
Democrats reach out to neighbors AND
I am a Democrat!
strangers, and, have genuine heartfelt
©Annie Wenz 2/22/22
compassion for those less fortunate. We know
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Club of the Month

Progressive Club of the Islands
By Garry Weiss
The Progressive Club of the Islands (PCI),
located in Sanibel, is a certified Florida
Political Committee that is independent of any
political party. Our mission is to provide
information on important issues confronting
our community, and to promote organizations
and candidates which offer progressive
solutions to these issues. Our independence
of any political party provides us with greater
flexibility to promoting candidates and issues
that reflect our progressive values. We are
actively involved in county-wide Get Out the
Vote efforts.

Share the message
#Democrats deliver
#DemocratsCare
Stay up to date all month long. Visit our website,
LeeCountyDems.org or connect with Lee County
Democrats on social media.
Facebook: @leecountydems
Twitter: @LeeCountyFLDems
Instagram: @leecountyfldemocrats

Support the Lee County Democratic Party
To donate, go to
https://leecountydems.org/contribution/

Usually on the third
Thursday of each
month, we have a
featured speaker via
Zoom and Facebook
Live. Our recent
speakers included all
the major 2022
candidates for Florida
Senator and Governor
that offer progressive solutions on issues
confronting our community - Val Demings,
Nikki Fried, Charlie Crist, and Annette Taddeo
- and a progressive leader in the Florida
House, Anna Eskamani. Our featured
speaker on March 17 will be Florida ACLU
Director Emeritus (and PCI member) Howard
Simon speaking on voting rights issues.
We plan to resume our first Thursday of the
month, Happy Hour get togethers at a local
Sanibel restaurant on March 3.
If you would like further information, please go
out to our website www.pcislands.org or email
us at pcisancap@gmail.com.
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Voter Registration:
The Most Powerful Action We Can Take Right Now as Democrats.

Here's how you can help with voter registration this month:
Sat. & Sun. Mar. 5 & 6 Lee Dems at Cape Coral Pride
Lee Dems will have a booth for Voter Registration, Vote By Mail and
Candidate petitions on Sat. from 3-6, and Sunday 9:30 - 1:30.
Volunteers trained in Voter Registration are needed for several shifts
both in the tent and walking the crowd. Sign up on Mobilize to help:
https://www.mobilize.us/leecountydec/event/442447/

Sat. Mar. 19 Lee Dems at the
Women's March. Special Guest:
Florida Agriculture Commissioner Nikki
Fried, Candidate for Governor
Volunteers needed to help register
Democrats. Contact Ellie Rubenstein at
ellierube121@gmail.com
If you'd like to join the Voter Registration
Team and/or get trained, please contact
Eileen McHenry at 508-904-1272 or
eileenmchenry@rcr.org .
If you haven't yet been trained in Voter
Registration, please also sign up for the
Voter Reg training that takes place on
Saturday morning, 10 am on March 5th.
the cards arrive. We provide the messages and addresses. You can provide the stamps or give the
cards back to Lee Dems to mail. Donations of Postcard stamps or funds are appreciated.

Help Reach Voters with Postcards
Not able to go out and canvass? Not enough time to
take on a big volunteer project? How about joining
the Postcarding Team. Sending postcards has
proved to be a very effective way to reach voters.

To sign up go to LeeCountyDems.org and click on
VOLUNTEER and select “Post card writing” or email
Nancy at terrerin@hotmail.com.

The Lee Dems team are ordering thousands more
cards. Sign up today and we will contact you when
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Mark Your Calendars
Democratic Party of Lee
County Gala Luncheon
Thursday, March 24, 2022
Luminary Hotel & Convention
Center
with Keynote Speaker
Congresswoman Val Demings
VIP reception will be 10a-11a with
tickets starting at $250 and the
Gala Luncheon will be 11a-2p with
tickets at $125.
If you are a volunteer and are
unable to afford a ticket, please
see Chair Lerner.

When: Saturday, April 30, 2022 10am - 4pm
Where: Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 215 Richmond Ave. N. Lehigh Acres, FL 33936
What: Music & Entertainment, Food & Merchandise Vendors, Arts & Crafts, Voter
Registration, Meet Candidates
Free Admission, All Welcome
Vendor Booths Available - $50
Sell your Art, Crafts, Food, Merchandise, or Services
Contact: Margie Vincent, Events Committee Democratic Party of Lee County
margaretvincent@comcast.net 239-849-0454
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