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Town Hall Draws
Candidates
Representative Charlie Crist,
candidate for the Democratic
Gubernatorial nomination made a
swing through Collier and Lee
Counties last Sunday, stopping off
to speak at a Town Hall at the
Alliance for the Arts. He was
joined by other local Democratic
candidates, including Cindy
Banyai (19th Congressional
District), Mitchel Schlayer (FL
House, District 80), Eric
Englehardt (FL House, District
77), and Howard Sapp (FL House,
District 78). Several candidates
running in the non-partisan school
board election were also present,
including incumbent Debbie
Jordan, Tia Collin, and Kathy
Fanny.

hard-line Republicans. In this
election, by defeating DeSantis,
Floridians have a chance to save
the rest of the country from his
ambition. Crist asked why the third
largest state should be 49th on
teachers' salaries and promised
support for education. He reminded
the audience of his strong record
on the environment, reproductive
rights and voters' access.
Cindy
Banyai noted
that while
DeSantis's
anti-Disney
antics
grabbed most
of the
headlines
during the special legislative
session, an even more insidious,
anti-democratic action received
less notice--namely, his approval of
a new Congressional map for the
state. Contrary to the Florida state
constitution, the new map is
massively gerrymandered in favor
of the Republican party, and
contrary to what (still) remains of
the Voting Rights act, is also
heavily gerrymandered to limit
African-American representation.
Ironically, she noted, Black voters
have been taken out of the 19th
Congressional District (represented
by Byron Donalds, who is Black),
because he does poorly with Black
voters, who turned out for Banyai
in the 2020 election.

Crist, a
former Florida
governor,
opened by
expressing his
dismay at the
current
incumbent
who last week
declared war
on Mickey Mouse. "Who doesn't
like Mickey Mouse?" he mused.
Why would the governor take on
Disney, the state's largest
employer? But, Crist pointed out, it
was just part of a larger pattern to
advance his presidential hopes by
appealing to a national audience of Continued on page 2
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Town Hall

International. His top priority is to make the quality of
life in Lehigh better for all.

Continued from page 1

All the candidates need support from Democrats--as
State legislative candidates introduced themselves
donors and as volunteers.
as well. Mitchel Schlayer (left) was recently elected
president of the student body at FSW and has set his
sights higher. After being offered an internship at his
state representative's office, he looked into what the
lawmaker supported and was appalled. So he
jumped into the race. Howard Sapp (2nd from left),
is a Ft. Myers native and retired Air Traffic Controller
as well as an award winning gospel artist. He has a
passion for family, community, and fairness. Eric
Englehardt (right) has lived in Lehigh Acres for 10
years and is a professional chauffeur for Carey

From the County Chair

we Democrats have been focused almost
exclusively on the federal elections. Here in Lee
Time and Money
County we do not have and will not have the money
By Kari Lerner
the Republicans do. But in spite of this, for 2020 we
moved that needle 1% in our direction and we didn’t
How to win an election is no secret, it only takes
time and money. Think of it as a sliding scale, if you do it with money.
have a lot of money then you might be successful
We can win, but only with your time. Right now,
without devoting a lot of
every single person reading this newsletter needs to
time. If you do not have the go to LeeCountyDems.org, click on “Get Involved”,
money then to have any
then click “Volunteer 2022” and fill out that
chance of success you had Volunteer form. Our new Volunteer Coordinator,
better be willing to put in
Ellie Rubinstein will get you connected. (Of
the time. The “you” in this course, we can always use your donation too!)
case is not measured in
Without you we lose, together we rise.
one individual, rather it
refers to the party
members, it refers to the
volunteers, it refers to you.
Lee County has over half a
million registered voters,
506,635 as of April 28th. Of those voters, 25% are
registered Democrats, 31% are registered with no
party affiliation (NPAs), and 43% are registered
Republicans (the other 1% belong to various other
parties). At first glance these raw numbers can be
discouraging. However, when you look a little more
closely there is reason for hope but it will take your
time and money.
We all know the Republicans are well funded, they
have spent decades infiltrating local elections
across the USA with money and candidates while
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Candidates’ Corner

What's New with Nikki Fried
Four years ago, I asked you to take a chance, try
something new, and nominate me to take on a
statewide seat that we usually lose by around
twenty points. All you had was my word that I would
fight hard to kick the NRA out of gun licensing, to
clean up our water, to grow green jobs, to advocate
for Florida consumers.

with more than 10,000
jobs, kick the NRA out
of gun licensing,
protect farmers, water,
land, and our
environment.

It also became the
most important position
in our state to check
Ron DeSantis and his
Four years later, we did all that and more – together. ambition. And that’s exactly what we’ve done.
Together.
None of it would have happened without you.
I first began my public service as a public defender,
where I saw the stark inequality of our judicial
system. It was in the public defender’s office that I
witnessed gross inequalities on race, economics,
education, and mental health. And then I went to
work fighting those inequalities.
When I left the public defender’s office, I fought to
keep people in their homes following the housing
crisis. I also fought to expand access to medical
marijuana and for full legalization.

When you and I win in November, you will have an
unwavering ally in the Governor’s mansion. I will
fight for everyday Floridians — on the economy,
wages, women’s rights, gay rights, racial justice, the
environment, healthcare, and voting rights. I can’t do
it alone. I am going to need Lee County Democrats
to help lead the way.
And I’ll promise you this: when you nominate me, I
will not lose this race. We will beat Ron DeSantis,
together.
Nikki Fried is Florida’s Commissioner of Agriculture
and the only statewide elected Democrat.

As Agriculture Commissioner, we’ve been able to
create an almost half a billion dollar hemp industry

New State Committeewoman
Appointed
Letricia "Trish" Brown has been appointed to fill the
State Committee position vacated by Kari Lerner as
she assumed the duties of Lee County Democratic for the people and ensure equal protection for
Chair.
everyone.
Brown is a mental health
professional with over ten
years of experience working
in social services.
Passionate about helping
others, she believes that
"everyone can be great
because anyone can
serve." with Dr. King. She is the co-founder of A
Heart To Help Outreach, an organization dedicated
to serving adolescent girls within the foster care
system. As a wife and a mother, she believes that
government should work
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Here's her take on how we achieve these goals:
"Free and fair elections are the cornerstone of
democracy. Elections give citizens a voice in
government in the most fundamental way: deciding
who governs. I believe voting is the key to
accessing every other aspect of life. Do you want a
quality education? We must vote for quality school
board members. Do you want safer streets? We
must elect the right Sheriff and Mayor. Do you
enjoy nice parks, sidewalks, and decent roadways?
Then the county and city commissioners matter.
Continued on page 4

Abortion Bans Are Misguided

said, “I am not the father.” I have cared for women
that hemorrhaged after a coat hanger abortion or a
kitchen table abortion.

by Kathleen Callard

In 1980, the Florida state Constitution was
amended to “every natural person has the right to
be left alone and free from governmental intrusion
into their personal and private life”.

Who is going to serve on your newly created “fetal
and infant mortality review” committee, costing
$1.6 million dollars?! Will this committee be
comprised of poor and desperate women who
understand the true emotional and physical costs
of this law? Or by families willing to adopt?

This provision is now being challenged in a
woman’s decision whether to continue a
pregnancy. In HB5, the new abortion law banning
most abortions after 15 weeks, 2 doctors must
approve an abortion in the event of fetal
abnormalities. There is no provision to protect
women who become pregnant from rape, incest,
or human trafficking. Girls
can be impregnated as
young as 10 or 11; there is
no protection for them,
either.

If politicians truly want to reduce abortion rates,
the research shows it’s easy. Instead of bans,
pass laws making birth control easily accessible
and free or affordable, adopt comprehensive sex
education in schools, support free or affordable
vasectomies, make the morning after pill an overthe-counter drug.
Eliminating unwanted pregnancies supports
women’s health. Bans endanger it.
Kathleen Callard is a Registered Nurse who holds
a Bachelor of Science and lives in North Fort
Myers.

As an ER nurse I have
seen children and women
abused because a man

New Committeewoman
Continued from page 3

"I am a Democrat because I believe in equity and
inclusion, especially as it relates to ensuring every
voice is heard. To this end, democrats don't always have to agree. The diversity of ideas and
methods makes the democratic party beautiful. In
other words, reasonable people can reasonably
disagree on policy, but a fool argues over anything.
"Why do I make this point? Republicans are busy
highlighting the things that separate us. Let's focus
on the fact that we have more in common than not.
The Republican Party and the governor want to
silence the voices of all those opposed to their
agenda. Democrats cannot sit idle while this happens. We must fight back! We must flip Florida
Blue! As a state committeewoman, I hope to do my
part to facilitate open communication between the
DEC and the state party to ensure the message of
equity and inclusion is widespread."
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Why I Am a Democrat

generation will
have to tools to
continue to
build our
economy and
pursue their
own life goals.

By Shawn Anderson
With the midterm elections coming up this
summer, it’s more important than ever that we
stand for the values that are important to us. The
Democratic party has a long history of fighting for
the rights of all Americans, regardless of race,
religion, sexual orientation, age, or disability.

Democrats
believe that
education is important to prepare our children for
While every citizen is created equal, situations
occur where everyone is not treated as equal. The the needs of the future. They work to find ways
to make education affordable and available to all,
COVID pandemic is one example. It affected
regardless of their economic status. They
everyone, but not in equal measure. The virus
continue to support high quality education for all
was deadly and the measures needed to contain
districts by expanding opportunities from PreK to
the virus affected everyone differently, creating
tuition aid for higher education and advanced job
even more problems for our neediest citizens.
training.
All but the most essential businesses closed,
As our economy continues to compete in the
causing massive job loss. Schools were closed;
global market, our students must have the tools to
childcare options were eliminated leaving many
master job-related skills and provide creativity to
families without childcare even if they still had
solve future problems. Economic ability will give
jobs. Poverty, homelessness, and hunger faced
them the ability to lead more productive lives.
many of our families.
I love America and while we are a great country,
Poverty is a huge barrier to being a contributing
we have many issues yet to resolve. I believe the
member of society. Democrats believe that by
Democratic party most closely matches my values
providing more affordable housing, food
and my hope for our country’s continued success.
assistance, and quality education, our next

Club of the Month

Pine Island ROAR
By Melanie Hoff
The small community of Pine Island can lay claim
to supporting one of the most active
Democratically aligned groups in Lee County –
Pine Island ROAR (rise-up, organize, agitate, and
resist). If there is an event or activity that involves
supporting democratic values or opposing efforts
that undermine those values, one can be assured
that members of Pine
Island ROAR will be
there.
The group was formed
shortly after the
Women’s March in DC
and other protests that
took place on January

21, 2017 in response to the national call to rise up
and take action to counter the efforts of those who
undermine democratic values. A small meeting of
just 5 women seeking to change the dynamic in
Lee County has grown into a forceful group of over
450 active members.
Pine Island ROAR is governed by a group of
facilitators whose membership changes every year
or so. Members of ROAR live on Pine Island,
Cape Coral, and Fort Myers. ROAR holds monthly
meetings, hosts lunch gatherings in the offseason, participates in Democratic Party
canvassing efforts, hosts post-carding events,
submits letters to editors of local newspapers,
encourages members to take action as needed via
email or phone calls to elected officials, and
participates in local rallies and events.
Continued on page 6
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Precinct Practices

gone to the polls for early
voting. They'll know
whom to follow up with
on Election Day.

Using VoteBuilder to Turnout the Vote
This month, Joe Beausoleil reminds us that
precinct committeewomen and committeemen
have access to VoteBuilder, a powerful tool for
organizing the precinct to maximize the
Democratic vote at election time.

If you are a precinct
leader and are not yet
familiar with Votebuilder
(or for those wanting a
refresher course), you'll
find a series of 4 short
YouTube tutorials available for you through the
portal on the Lee County Democrats website.
These include Lesson 1: Introduction to
VoteBuilder, Lesson 2: Voter Records in My
Voters, Lesson 3: Creating Searches and Maps,
Lesson 4: Master Searches and Finding
Volunteers. Need access to the portal? Contact
Alan Lerner <alan.lerner@outlook.com>.

VoteBuilder allows precinct leaders to identify the
Democrats (and NPAs, and Republicans) in their
area. It provides contact information--addresses,
phone numbers, and, occasionally, email
addresses. Leaders can use Votebuilder to find
"Hot Dems" whom they might recruit as
volunteers. They can use it to create lists for
volunteers to use to contact likely Democratic
voters to be sure their Vote-by-Mail status has
been updated. They can monitor lists to be sure
that ballots have been returned or voters have

Share the message

#Democrats deliver
#DemocratsCare
Stay up to date all month long.
Visit our website,
LeeCountyDems.org or connect
with Lee County Democrats on
social media.
Facebook: @leecountydems
Twitter: @LeeCountyFLDems
Instagram:
@leecountyfldemocrats

ROAR

While the above activities are critical and important,
the biggest impact Pine Island ROAR has made on
the island is being a venue to bring people of likemind together. Our members know they are not
alone on the island in holding and supporting
Democratic Party, liberal, and progressive values.

Continued from page 5
Members of ROAR were very active during the last
election season and according to the Lee
Democratic Party were responsible for delivering
over 18,000 informational door hangers to county
residents.

Pine Island ROAR has an active Facebook group.
For more information contact
mhoff.lee.dems@gmail.com.
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What's Happenin' in May
Canvassing Activities**

May 5 -- 5 to 8 PM Ukrainian Mural Project and
Community Concert at Alliance for the Arts. Find
out more at ArtInLee.org/MuralProject
May 14 — 10 AM --Democratic Women's Club of
Lee County. Quality of Life Center, 3210 Dr.
Martin Luther King, Blvd., Fort Myers. Speaker:
Betsy Vaughn, Lee County Board of Education, on
How to Retain Qualified Teachers.
May 21 -- 10 AM to 1PM--School Board
Candidate Forum Sanibel Public Library, 770
Dunlop Rd, Sanibel, FL 33957.

Door Knockers (Canvassers) are our most needed
volunteers! The Voter Reg and Canvas team need
people to do group launches and support precinct
leaders in their door knocking. Join the Lee County
Dems as we knock doors to encourage cold, warm
and new Dems to enroll or re-enroll in Vote By Mail
- and help them make a plan for voting in the
August primary.
Mark your calendars:
Saturday, May 7-- Dunbar (Ft Myers). Contact
Eileen McHenry
Sunday, May 15 DAY OF ACTION--Fort
Myers. Meet at Lee County Democratic
Headquarters, 8750 Gladiolus Dr #6, Ft. Myers,
33908. Sign up on mobilize
https://www.mobilize.us/leecountydec/
event/454529/
**New to canvassing? Please contact Eileen
McHenry eileenmchenry@rcr.org 508.904.1272- to
arrange training. Also, we will partner newer
volunteers with more experienced volunteers, to
make sure you are comfortable. After the
Canvassing, you'll gather back at the launch site
for a quick debrief.

We Love Our Volunteers!
Are you passionate about Democratic issues?
Are you eager to help us inform, motivate, and
reach voters?
Do you have particular skills that you would like to
put to use?
Do you want to meet and work with like-minded
people?
We have many opportunities for volunteers including canvassing for voter registration and vote by
mail, postcarding, texting, phone banking (can be
done from out of state-recruit friends from blue
states), simple data entry, creating lists for canvassers and more.

Support the
Lee County Democratic Party

Please contact Ellie Rubenstein
at leecountydems@gmail.com for more information
and to HELP US FLIP FLORIDA BLUE IN 2022!

To donate, go to
https://leecountydems.org/contribution/
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Book Review

had been eroding for decades. The authors
center on two: mutual toleration and
forbearance. "Toleration" means seeing those
on the other side as part of the "loyal
opposition" rather than as mortal enemies.
"Forbearance" means not using every possible
means to defeat an opponent. In recent
decades, we've seen politicians refer to rivals
as traitors and anti-American. Judicial
appointments have been obstructed. Congress
has used the filibuster to promote gridlock; and,
presidents used executive action to bypass
Congress. Impeachment--once near taboo-looks like it may become a commonplace.

Is Democracy Dying Here?
By Melissa Butler
Just one year into the Trump administration,
Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and David
Ziblatt finished How Democracies Die.
Levitsky's field is Latin America; Ziblatt's,
Europe. They pooled their knowledge of how
would-be autocrats succeeded--or failed--in
toppling democracies.
They argue that in the post-Cold War era,
democracies have been more likely to die from
a gradual weakening of democratic values and
institutions, rather than from a violent
overthrow. Democratic systems tend to rely on
"gatekeepers" to keep autocrats out. But
sometimes they fail. Occasionally they fail
when they invite the challenger into
government, thinking they can contain or
control him and the plan backfires (think Hitler!).

How Democracies Die was published in 2018-before two impeachments, before Trump's
bogus claims of a stolen election, and before
the January 6 insurrection. They didn't know the
outcome, but we know that our democracy
survived his presidency. Is the danger past?
For all Trump's authoritarian tendencies, he
was generally lazy, not particularly competent.
and essentially ignorant about how government
operated. But those of us witnessing the
conduct of Governor DeSantis should be
concerned that a bright, highly motivated
autocrat is waiting in the wings, posing an even
greater threat. In just the past few weeks, we've
seen book-banning ("Don't Say Gay"), election
meddling (his redistricting maps), and retaliation
against critics (Disney!). The kinds of things
Levitsky and Ziblatt warn about!!!

"Gatekeepers" might also prevent demagogues
from gaining power. Looking at the US, they
note that we've had our share of demagogues-Long, Ford, McCarthy, Wallace--but party
leaders and the difficulty of gaining a major
party nomination has prevented them from
gaining power--until recently.
In their view, Donald Trump met the 4 criteria in
their "litmus test" for autocrats: 1) rejecting the
democratic rules of the game, 2) denying
legitimacy to their opponents, 3) encouraging
violence, and 4) showing willingness to curtail
civil liberties (pp. 21– 24). He was able to get
past the "gatekeepers" by circumventing the
"invisible primary" that had foiled outsiders who
might threaten the system.

Vote Blue in '22!

But even with a Donald Trump in power, surely
the US would not be yield to the forces that had
subverted democracy elsewhere. After all,
wasn't the US exceptional? Well, the authors
argue that Trump was a symptom, rather than
the disease--or in their words, he was an
"accelerant" in a long, steady, process of
decay. Trump busted all sorts of norms, but the
key norms that supported American democracy
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