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By Kari Lerner 

 The August 23rd Primary Election 

produced mixed results for us here in 

Lee County. We owe a debt of 

gratitude to all who saw a need and 

stepped forward to serve. 

Congratulations to 

school board 

candidates, 

Debbie Jordan and 

Kathy Fanny, who 

are moving on to 

the General 

Election. While the 

racist overtones in 

the loss of two incumbents, school 

board member Gwyn Gittens and 

Judge Archie Hayward, cannot be 

ignored, we also congratulate 

incumbent Terolyn Watson and 

challenger Chantel Rhodes who will 

face-off in November in the race for 

Fort Myers City Council Ward 3. 

Democratic turnout was higher than 

the 2018 midterm Primary but still 

quite low, 

proving 

we have 

more 

work to 

do. 

 Broward 

County 

hosted a 

Unity Rally on August 26th where the 

entire slate of our statewide 

candidates along with Commissioner 

of Agriculture Nikki Fried were in 

attendance. The 

Commissioner 

spoke passionately 

about the 

importance of 

uniting to defeat 

two of the most 

dangerous threats 

to democracy of 

our lifetime, DeSantis and Rubio. Val 

Demings brought down the house 

when she said that the road ahead 

will not be easy but “America wasn’t 

built on easy!” 

 It is now time to rally behind our 

candidates for the General Election. 

That means we need to not just talk 

but act. Don’t wait to be asked, step 

up and call us at 230-939-2866 and 

tell us what you can do to help. We 

MUST do all we can to help Charlie 

Crist defeat DeSantis to save not only 

Florida from DeSantis’s fascist 

agenda but also the nation as he has 

made no secret of his ambitions. Val 

Demings needs your time and 

treasure to retire Missing Marco. 

Democrats are the party of We the 

People, we are only as strong as 

YOU make us. 

From the County Chair  

Unify and Do the Work for Victory! 

tel:239-939-2866
mailto:LeeCountyDems@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/maps/tAdz48Ax9Tupw6DSA
https://goo.gl/maps/UTLK7Dop2JQCe64A9


By Wayne Swanson 
 
Democrats in Lee County will look to the August 

primary with a sense of disappointment at the 

County level, but with hope for the November state-

wide contests for Senator and Governor. Val 

Demings and Charlie Crist have their work cut out 

for them. Defeating incumbents Marco Rubio and 

Ron DeSantis will require quality performances from 

the candidates and the hard-working support of all 

Florida Democrats. Current polls show that both 

Democrats have a chance to pull upset wins. Our 

dollars and our time will be essential if we are to 

succeed.  Let’s get to work! 

Turning to Lee County, we did not poll well in the 

four school committee races where Democrats were 

entered. In District 6 the county-wide position, Tia 

Collins, who ran an outstanding campaign, fell short 

of qualifying for the November ballot.  Since no 

candidate received a majority of the primary vote, 

the November election with be contested by two 

Republicans. Sadly, Gwynetta Gittens lost her 

position on the Committee from District 5 to Armor 

Parsons. 

In the two other school committee races, no 

candidate received a majority vote which requires 

that the top two candidates appear on the ballot in 

November. District 4 incumbent Democrat Debbie 

Jordan was nosed out for second place in the 

primary by Dan Severson. However, a second 

Democrat, Gerri Ware, received enough votes that if 

those voters support Jordan in November, she could 

win the contest. In District 1 Democrat Kathy Fanny 

finished second to Sam Fisher. They will be on the 

November ballot in that district. 

Schools have received considerable controversial 

attention from the Governor and Florida Republicans 

in recent months. To insure Lee County will have 

Democratic representation on the School Board 

during the next two years, it is essential that one or 

both of the pending contests are won by Democrats! 

All Democrats in Lee County need to work to elect 

Debbie Jordan and Kathy Fanny. 

Democrats in Lee County face challenging party 

registration numbers. Of the almost 511,000 eligible 

voters in the county, only 128,406 (25%) are 

Democrats. Republicans constitute 43.5% of the 

electorate, non-party affiliates are at 31.9%. 

Registering more voters and working hard to get out 

the vote requires a tremendous volunteer effort, 

tasks that will be important over the next two 

months. 

In Lee County in the Democratic Governors primary 

this year 75.2% of voters cast their ballot by Mail 

Voting, 8.3% used Early Voting, and 16.4% voted on 

Election Day. 
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Thank you to all who attended the Wine Tasting at 

Cafe You. It was great to meet supporters, new & 

ongoing, with proceeds to help with getting out the 

vote for the General Election. Special thanks also 

to Kathy Chumley for organizing the event and 

Florida House District 78 candidate Howard Sapp 

for popping in to talk about his race. 

Wine Tasting at Café You 

On to November 8 
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Read Howard Simon's article in the News-Press 

about people campaigning to remove books they've 

deemed "inappropriate” from the Sanibel 

Library,  https://www.news-press.com/story/opinion/

columns/guest/2022/07/07/sanibel-florida-library-

controversy-book-access-first-amendment-

transgender/7818655001/? Then be sure to cast 

your votes in the November election for Sanibel 

Library Board candidates who will support first 

amendment freedoms. Six current board members 

are up for re-election. Incumbents Linda Uhler, 

Melanie Congress, and Sandra Zahorchak are 

unopposed, but three other incumbents-- Susan 

Holly, Barbara Ruben, and Roy Gibson will be facing 

off against challengers seeking to restrict access to 

books.  

Adam Hattersley is a Navy veteran and author 
focused on improving the lives of those in his 
community through public service, and is running 
state wide to be Florida’s next Chief Financial 
Officer. He believes the only way forward in this 
country is to put politics aside and send people to 
Tallahassee who will work for their communities 
instead of themselves, their political parties or their 
big donors. 

Adam spent eight years as a nuclear submarine 
officer in the United States Navy protecting our 
country at home and abroad. Thinking of his father 
who volunteered to fight in Vietnam, Adam 
volunteered during the height of the Iraq War to 
deploy on the ground with a U.S. Army unit. He was 
awarded the Bronze Star for his service. 

He moved Florida in 2009 where he worked for a 
Fortune 500 company for seven years relying on his 
background to lead a team responsible for training 

and managing hundreds of 
skilled technicians all over 
the world. In 2016, Adam 
and his wife opened a small 
business helping other small 
businesses promote 
themselves. 

Adam has spent his life 
serving with honor and 
integrity and always putting country before party — 
and believes our leaders in public office should be 
held to that same standard. In 2018, after more than 
a decade as a registered independent, Adam sought 
and won a seat in the Florida Legislature as a 
Democrat. Focusing on the issues that matter to 
people across our communities, Adam served in the 
Florida House of Representatives where he was 
committed to lowering health care costs, honoring 
the service that veterans have made to our country 
and protecting public education. 

Do You Vote on Sanibel? Fight the Book Banners!!! 

My name is Matthew Wood. I’m a regular family man 

born, raised and living in Southwest Florida. I'm the 

Democratic Candidate for Lee County Commissioner 

- District 5. My election is at large, which means 

every registered voter in Lee County can vote for 

me. Truthfully, I wouldn't normally be the kind of 

person to run for public office. I love working 

outdoors, my business is mostly hands on, and I'm a 

diesel mechanic by trade. I see our county going 

backwards. I don't see our local government working 

towards progressive ideals whatsoever, and I'm 

worried for the future. Which is why I decided to run 

for Commissioner. As a constituent of District 5, here 

is what's most important to me: 

• Listening to the local scientific community and 

using the data available to protect our water and 

environment. 

• Creating and updating infrastructure to support 

our fast-growing communities and working 

families, focusing on smart growth guidelines 

from the Conservancy of SWFL 

• Expanding and investing in affordable housing 

not only for our current local residents, but to 

also attract and keep a quality workforce 

• Incentivizing essential businesses to come to 

District 5, and other areas of Unincorporated Lee 

County 

• Transparency in Local Government 

Continued on page 4 

County Commission District 5: Matthew Wood 

Candidates’ Corner 

Florida’s Chief Financial Officer  



4 

County Commissioner, District 2: Karen Watson Write-in Candidate 

Why am I running for County Commissioner?  

I have lived here since 1968 and love the paradise 

of the past and want to make it an even better in the 

future. I want to see our county healthy and 

thriving.   

Lee County deserves a Commissioner who is 

trusted and accountable. Once elected, I will embark 

on a listening tour to all neighborhoods in Lee 

County to hear from residents about their concerns 

and their suggestions for improvement. You are the 

"on-the-ground" people who know what you want 

and need from our county government. As the 

newest Commissioner, I will offer a fresh pair of 

eyes and an expansive vision. I will be in the "why 

not?" mode, rather than 

"why? mode" This is what our 

county deserves after 11 

years of the same 

Commissioner.  As your 

Public Servant, my door will 

always be open and my first 

priority will be advocating on 

behalf of all citizens of Lee 

County. I will not be governed or influenced by the 

special interests who are financing the campaigns of 

others.  

You’ve waited, the time is here, I care and I am 

committed to the people of Lee County. Learn more 

at https://karenwatson4ourcommunity.com/ 

Matthew Wood 

Continued from page 3 

As a life long resident of SWFL, we're often sold a lie 

that we're in rural America so this type of community 

is expected and accepted in District 5. The truth is 

we are a pretty populated district with +187K 

residents and roughly 

27% is under the age of 

18. District 5 is often 

overlooked. We have food 

deserts in highly 

populated areas with a 

practically non-existent 

infrastructure in those 

areas. Our water is being 

jeopardized for a buck. 

We have countless potholes & dirt roads, lack of 

proper lighting, lack of safe bus stops or sidewalks 

for our kids, all in the majority of District 5 and much 

of Lee County. The list goes on and on. SWFL is 

experiencing a full-blown housing crisis that’s forcing 

our most vulnerable residents out of their homes. 

These are all a common theme in pseudo-rural parts 

of SWFL like District 5 and unincorporated Lee 

County. We share Lee County with the 6TH 

FASTEST GROWING CITY IN THE NATION! Why 

are highly populated areas being so neglected? I 

want to create a solid community for our blue collar 

workforce and I believe it’s the key to success for 

families across all of Lee County, not just District 5. 

From school boards, to clerks, judges and even state 

reps & senate, fringe rhetoric has become main 

stream all over the state of Florida. We are losing 

great legislators, educators and public servants who 

while even over qualified, are being pushed out by 

science deniers, bigots and religious fanatics. The 

recent primary election results for Lee County School 

Board is a perfect example of just that. My campaign 

is the first step in a positive direction for Lee County. 

 I hope you will support me this Fall, so I can push to 

make Lee County & District 5 better and work for all 

residents, not just my corporate donors. To donate or 

learn more about my campaign please 

visit votemattwood.com 

Support Lee County Dems 
 

To donate, go to  

https://leecountydems.org/contribution/ 
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By Sarah Wilson 

If I am going to explain why I am a democrat, I 

must first explain why I haven’t always been. I 

began studying social justice movements at a 

young age and in doing so gained insight into the 

issues we have faced and still face in America. I 

learned the importance of political participation 

and knew that I would never take my vote lightly 

or for granted. I wanted a front-row seat in the 

political arena, and I saw my vote as the first step 

in gaining that seat. I did not, however want to be 

constrained or boxed into a pre-packaged 

ideology. I fancied myself a freethinker, someone 

who would evaluate each candidate as an 

individual, not a party head. Based on my 

knowledge of social justice movements, I also 

knew that there were times when both parties 

stood on the wrong side of history. So, it didn’t 

seem necessary or attractive to align myself with 

either party. However, I eventually began to gain a 

better understanding of the 

conservative to liberal 

spectrum and how that 

spectrum related to policy. 

Once I understood that 

conservative Republican 

policy was not only perpetuating, but deepening 

inequity, inequality, and discrimination, I knew 

there was a line in the sand, and I could only 

stand on one side of that line. Social justice is 

what first drew me into politics, and it is also what 

finally made party affiliation not only attractive, but 

necessary. I remain a freethinker, but as a cis-

gendered lesbian woman, I could never align with 

a party or candidate who does not recognize or 

value my humanity and rights. There are several 

reasons why I am a Democrat, but most 

importantly because I choose to align with a party 

that values equity, equality, freedom, and justice 

for ALL people. 

A Night of Music 

Don't miss this great event with two of our outstanding 

candidates. Join Cindi Banyai and Howard Sapp 

at Buddha Live at 5 pm on Monday, Sept. 5. Celebrate 

Labor Day the Democratic way!!! Learn more at https://

www.facebook.com/events/569558304673249/?sfnsn=mo   

Why I Am a Democrat 

Wine & Cheese Meet and Greet 
Sip wine and meet candidates on September 18th. RSVP by 

Sept 11 at sandra.mcclinton@comcast.net  
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Save the Date for the 
2nd Annual Liberty Golf 
Tournament 

Show your support with a Golf 

Hole Sponsorship or by donat-

ing gift certificates for the silent 

auction. Go to https://

secure.actblue.com/donate/golf-

tournament 

Club of the Month 

Democratic Club of Southwest Fort Myers 

By Jim Goodale 

Making Lemonade from Lemons.  Our Club 

began in 2003 as the Democratic Club at Shell 

Point. In May 2021, we were jolted 

by a management decision that Shell 

Point Retirement Community would 

no longer permit political clubs on 

campus. We could not meet there or 

place information about club 

activities in Shell Point publications. 

After the initial outcry from our 200-plus members, 

we banded together and looked on this unfortunate 

turn of events as an opportunity for growth. 

Renamed "The Democratic Club of Southwest Fort 

Myers," we welcomed new members from nearby 

precincts, especially Precincts 317, 318, 319 and 

320, resulting in about a 10% growth in our 

membership, with an email list of over 400 

addresses.  

Our meetings and activities are open to all 

interested parties. We focus on fellowship, 

education, and service. After testing several 

possible venues, we now meet regularly at Lakes 

Regional Library at 10 AM, usually on the 

4th Saturday of the month. Our next meeting will be 

a special one on a special date, Saturday Oct. 8, to 

go over the November ballot and discuss the 

candidates--including candidates for little-known 

offices. 

During this critical mid-term election year, several 

Democratic candidates have spoken to our club. We 

produced an extensive description of candidates on 

the primary ballot and will do the same for the 

general election ballot.   

Club 

members 

work with the 

Lee County 

Democratic 

Party on Get 

Out the Vote 

activities, 

including canvassing, and sending postcards to 

potential Democratic voters about vote-by-mail and 

early voting. Other volunteers prepare and distribute 

material about candidates to be hung on doorknobs 

throughout the county. Still others serve as poll 

watchers during the primary and general elections. 

Our book discussion group meets at 10 AM on the 

second Thursday each month at a member's home. 

On Sept. 8, we'll discuss Heather McGhee's The 

Sum of Us. For information, contact Sue Stranahan, 

<sdstranahan1@gmail.com> 

You are welcome to join us at our 

meetings! Check out our Facebook 

page, Members and Friends of the 

Democratic Club of Southwest Fort 

Myers or send an email to me 

at jggoodale@honeyleveen.com.    


